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Images above: Newly elected OSBA
President Jan Lohman (left) and Past
President Chuck Sowers (right) engaged
in respective conversations during the
2008 Conference held in Vancouver WA
and hosted by the Washington State
Beekeepers’ Association. Photographs
were taken by Kenny Williams.

A heartfelt thank you to all outgoing
Officers and members of the Board
for their dedication and hard work on
behalf of the honey bee and beekeeping
throughout the region.
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INTRODUCING NEW OFFICERS

President Jan Lohman

It is an honor to have the opportunity to work with such an energetic
fsi jsymzxfxyh lwtzu th ujtugjd Ymj j2rfogx mf{j gjjs A~nsl xashj N
got home from the Northwest Corner Conference. Firstly, | would like
yt ymfsp ymj uwj{ntzx TXGF Tkahjux fsi I}ghzyn{j Gtfwi ktw fog ymfy
they did to make it such an incredible conference. Thank you so much
Chuck, Mark, Lynn, and Patricia. | know how much time and energy
you have given during these past three years, and it is appreciated.

In the future, I would like to see OSBA continue our collaborative
efforts with Washington State University and the Washington State
Beekeepers’ Association. | believe that we can accomplish so much
rtu [mjs |J | twp ythjymywyt] fwi htrrts 1tfpd N Fr jhnygi
about our new relationship with Oregon State University and Dr.
Ramesh Sagili. It has been great to have him available to us this year.
tzw JYujhyfyntsxd My nx Jnggps |l yt yfpj tzw nijfx fsi nshtwutwfyj ymjr
xtymfy |j fyg gjsjay kwer ymj | twp mj nx itnsBB N gttp ktw | fwi yt tzw
future together. We are very fortunate to have Dr. Ramesh Sagili, Dr.
Dewey Caron, and Dr. Michael Burgett all working hard to help us
become better beekeepers.

I think that communication is the most important thing we can do

for our industry—communication from beekeeper to beekeeper, from
beekeeper to grower, from beekeeping organization to beekeeping
organization, and from beekeepers to researchers. Please feel free to
let me know your concerns. | will do my very best to address them and
work toward solutions.

Well, it is “nail-biting” time again. We try to keep ourselves busy until
ymj gjjx 1jy yt Hfpktwsnf fsi xyfuwy yt A3 Ymjwj ix xt rzhm yt ymisp
about with equipment to get moved south, loads of bees to move,

bills to pay...don’t forget to pay the cell phone bill! I have been going
to California since 1991, and Vince has been going since 1977. We
always worry most of December and January, and then we deal with
whatever comes our way. | wish you all healthy honey bee colonies and
a wonderful and prosperous New Year.

Vice President Paul Andersen

My history in beekeeping goes back about four years when | became

Thyn{j ns ymj Yzfofyns [Fyj~ gwfshm tk TXGF fsi fyyjsiji r~ awxy
Continued on page 2
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The Bee Line is the official
publication of the Oregon
State Beekeepers’ Associa-
tion. The newsletter is pub-
lished ten times a year, and
subscriptions are included
with membership in OSBA.

Please send news about your
bees and your experiences in
keeping them, as well as cor-
rections, letters, comments,
photographs and stories (old
and new), and interviews to:
Editor, The Bee Line, 4207
SE Woodstock Blvd Ste 517,
Portland OR 97206; e-mail:

osba.newsletter@gmail.com.
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Business Ads:
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Half page

Full page
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$25.00
$50.00
$100.00

Classified Ads (30 words):
Members $3.00
Nonmembers $5.00

Copy for articles and for ad-
vertising is due by the 10th of
the month prior to publication.
The next issue to be printed
is March 2010.

Thank you!

New Officers—Continued from page 1

convention. Since then | have taken over as editor of the club’s
newsletter, been involved in several bee-related community
Fhyn{mnjx. Fsi twlfsn ji Joym Mjwg GwFxaslyts ¢fxy xumsl ymj awxy
bee school held in our area in recent memory. With some help
from Dr. Dewey Caron, we trained about forty people. We got
some good publicity with stories in a couple of local papers just
before the school started, which helped boost attendance. | believe
that community activity and publicity are important for us as
beekeepers in order to help promote a positive public awareness
of beekeeping and educate people about its critical role in the
agricultural economy of Oregon.

J{jw~ ~jfw r~m{j htzsy Itjx zu3 T{jwymj ofxy xzrrjwN | fx zu
to eleven hives, and | am currently overwintering seven hives and
a nuc. As you can guess, beekeeping is not my primary source of
income. | am self-employed as a manufacturer’s representative, so
I understand the issues and challenges of running your own small
business.

As Vice President 1 am here to help President Jan Lohman and
xzuutwy ymj Ttfogx ymfy ymj Tkahjwx fsi Gtfwi tk Bnwjhytwx xjy ktw
ymj twlfsn fynts3 Lysjwfo~ rjrgjux uwt{nij nsuzy yt ymj Tkahjwx
and Board through the Regional Representatives, but | am always
open to listening to anyone who wants to talk, ask a question, or
make a comment by phone or e-mail. My contact information is
on the Web site and in every Bee Line.

Co-Secretary/Treasurer Marjorie Ehry

I am a long-time member of OSBA and have actively worked

for and supported the association since 1962. Alan and | were
commercial beekeepers running honey bees from Oregon,
Washington, North Dakota, to California for forty years. In the
past, I have served as OSBA Secretary/ Treasurer, Vice President,
and State President.

In the 1960s, | was instrumental in changing the Oregon State
Kfiw gjj J}mngny nsyt fs +jizhfyntsfig gttym Joym gjjpijujwx
from around the state tending and helping out. | also chaired
Twjltsk Mtsj~ Vzjjs Unthwfr ktw xj{gwfy ~j fwxt wixzgnsl s y| t
national queens. Beginning in the 1970s, for twelve years, | put on
ymj TXGF2xutsxtwji Xyfyj Kfw Mtsj~ Httpisl Htsyjx3 N mf{j
promoted the honey bee continually by serving in many positions,
speaking to school children and various other groups, and
belonging to several state and national agricultural organizations
that stress the importance of bees to agriculture and production of
tzw kttadN | fx fuutnsyji yt ymj Sfyntsfy Mtsj~ Gtfwi ns 6>==
and served as an alternate member from 1992 to 1995.
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Co-Secretary/Treasurer Herb Brasington

N xyFuyj i pjjunsl gjjx ktzw ~jfux FIt yt kzeag £ 1 jxwj
instilled in me by my grandfather when I was young.
I have learned to appreciate the honey bee and have
| twpj i yt zsijuxyfsi fsi jrujwmjshj ymj | twp tk
commercial beekeepers through reading and working
bees with them.

Npjjuylaed m{gx ns ymj Mngxgtwt fujf fsi mf{j
been active in the Tualatin Valley Beekeepers’
Association and as OSBA Regional Director for

the Portland-Metro area. | have been keeper

of the OSBA Web site for the last year. As Co-
Xjhwgyfw~4Ywyfxzwjul N Jngg | twp Joym Rfwly Imw~
and Paul Andersen to conduct outstanding annual
htskjwyshjx fsi gmsl r~ jrujmjshj gtym fx £ xrfyg
business owner and as treasurer of a number of civic
organizations to work on the issues faced by OSBA.

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
November 20, 2009 > Seaside, Oregon

The meeting was called to order by President Chuck
Sowers. The minutes of the last meeting were
inxhzxxj1 fsi f rnts | fx rfij g~ Ffs Imw~yt
accept them as printed in The Bee Line. The motion
was seconded and carried.

Pat Swenson gave the Treasurer’s Report. The report
represented the entire year minus the income/

costs of the current conference. The Bee Line is self-
sustaining with ads and membership dues at the
current time. Research money from donations and
our banquet auction is kept in a separate account
from general funds and from the research account.
As of this report, $17,000 was given to the Oregon
State University Agriculture Research Foundation for
Dr. Ramesh Sagili’s research program, and $5,000

| x In{js ytymj \Fxmslyts Xyfyj Zsn{jwxy~ Mtsj~
Gjj Wjxjfwhm Uwtlwfr3 Tymyw i jyfagx tk ymj asfshnfy
report are included with these minutes. Dewey Caron
moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report. The motion
was seconded and carried.

Old Business

Chuck reported that the Board has approved $6,000
to be given at this time to Dr. Sagili’s research
uwvtlwfrl )61555 gj In{js yt ymj \XZ Mtsj~ Gjj
Research Program, and $500 be given to support Dr.

Michael Burgett’s studies of Apis cerana in Thailand.

Chuck pointed out that in most years the conference
will break even or make money, but there may be
times when this is not the case. The Board might
want to consider changes that would allow use of
some of the auction money to cover the cost of the
conference in the future.

Regional Reports

Portland-Metro? Mjwg GwFxnslyts wjutwyj i ymfy
Portland-Metro is active. There were many swarm
calls for in the area this year. The Portland-Metro
group held their annual Bee Day at George
MTsxjsi3 Ymj Yzfifns [fogj~ Iwtzu mjoi £ Gjj
School and participated in Bug Fest, where the media
gave bees a bit of publicity.

Willamette Valley? Mfww~ [fsijwuttqwjutwyji ymfy
the Bee School was a success and that the group
enjoyed presentations from Dr. Dewey Caron and Dr.
Ramesh Sagili.

Columbia Basin: No representative at this time.

Eastern Oregon: Jan Lohman reported that Dr.
Ramesh Sagili gave instruction to a group of eastern
Oregon beekeepers on sampling bee colonies for the
baseline study on bee health.

South Coast: The region has had no representative
since Joann Olstrom retired.

North Coast: The Astoria group has disbanded. The
Tillamook group held a small Bee School this year.

Lane County Beekeepers: This is an active group
with 150 members. They have taken part in the
Mtrj Xmt| ns Jzljsjl mjgn £ Gjj Xhmttgymfy 1F{j
nsxywzhynts yt xj{jsy~2a{j xyzijsyxl fsi ymjs ktgt ] ji
up with a Field Day at MiteBee Farm. They also held
a honey-tasting event and have enjoyed presentations
by Dr. Dewey Caron and Dr. Ramesh Sagili.

New Business

Research Donations: Chuck mentioned the research
grants and suggested that several donations over the
period of a year might be looked at more favorably
by Oregon State University than a single larger
donation. This generated a discussion about giving
directly to research at OSU or funneling money
ymwtzIm TXGF ktw wixjfwhm3 Inymjw | F~L nsan{nizfox
I gy In{gs Fyf} wyhjnuy fsi wjhtlsnynts? F wjutwy
on how money is spent is sent to each donor to the
OSU Agriculture Research Foundation.

Continued on page 11



The Bee Line

OREGON STATE BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION RESOURCES

uOSBA REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

Columbia Basin: Bill Edwards; 5040 Lost Lake Rd
Hood River 97031; 541.354.2223

Eastern Oregon: Jordan Dimock
2635 Mitchell Butte Rd, Nyssa 97913; 541.372.2726

Portland-Metro Area: Bev Koch
20495 S Geiger Rd, Oregon City 97045
503.655.7447; johnbev@aracnet.com

North Coast: Terry Fullan
39450 North Fork Rd, Nehalem 97131
503.368.7160; tfullan@nehalemtel.net

South Coast: Open

Southern Oregon: Floyd Pawlowski
415 Pompadour Dr, Ashland 97520; (541) 482-4797
fmpawlowski@ashlandwireless.net

North Willamette Valley: Harry Vanderpool
7128 Skyline Rd S, Salem 97306; 503.399.3675
shallotman@yahoo.com

South Willamette Valley: Jason Rowan
80881 Turkey Run Rd, Creswell 97426
541.942.6479; beetanical@g.com

10SBA REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Central Oregon Beekeepers

Meets 6:30 PM, third Tuesday, Bend

Deschutes Public Library, Hutch Rm

President: Dennis Gallagher; 541.389.4776
Secretary/Treasurer: Glenda Galaba; 541.383.1775

Coos County Beekeepers

Meets 6:30 PMm, third Saturday (except December)
Olsen Baxter Bldg, 631 Alder St, Myrtle Pt
President: Shigeo Oku; 541.396.4016

Vice President: John Gardner; 541.572.3847
Secretary: Bobbi Gardner; 541.572.3847
Treasurer: Jane Oku; 541.396.4016
jane_oku@hotmail.com

Lane County Beekeepers

Meets 7:30 pMm, third Tuesday, Eugene

Trinity United Methodist Church, 440 Maxwell Rd
President: Judy Scher; 541.344.2114
judy_scher@catdreams.com

Vice President: Barbara Bajec

Secretary: Lane Hillendahl

Treasurer: Nancy Ograin; 541.935.7065
woodrt@pacinfo.com

Web site: www.lcbaor.org

Portland-Metro Beekeepers

Meets 7 pM, second Thursday, Oregon City
Clackamas Comm College, Clairmont Hall, Room 118
President: Kerry Haskins; 503.632.8448
kh251@aol.com

Vice President: Jim Mellis; 503.631.4622

Secretary: Paul Hardzinski; 503.631.3927
Treasurer: Barbara Derkacht; 503.631.3063
bderkacht@yahoo.com

Southern Oregon Beekeepers

Meets 7:30 pwMm, first Monday, Central Pt

So Or Res & Ext Ctr, 569 Hanley Rd
President: John Jacob; 541.582.BEES
john@oldsolenterprises.com

Vice President: Floyd Pawlowski

415 Pompadour Dr, Ashland; 541.482.4797
Secretary/Treasurer: Jonathon Boulton
jonnyboulton@hotmail.com

Web site: www.southernoregonbeekeepers.org

Tillamook County Beekeepers
For meeting and other information, please contact:
President: Bob Allen; 503.322.3819

Tualatin Valley Beekeepers

Meets 7:30 PMm, last Friday, Beaverton

OSU Ext, #1400, 18640 SW Walker Rd
President: Herb Brasington; 503.701.4180
herb@hwbsystems.com

Vice President: Paul Andersen

paulande @easystreet.net

Secretary: Jerry Maasdam; jmaasdam@mac.com
Co-Treasurers: Brigette and Michael Hendrickson
mdhendri@gmail.com

Willamette Valley Beekeepers

Meets 7 pPm, fourth Monday, Salem

Chemeketa Comm College, Bldg 34, Rm A
President: Richard Farrier; 541.327.2673

Vice President: Harry Vanderpool; 503.399.3675
shallotman@yahoo.com

Secretary: Mike Rodia; 503.364.3275
drodia@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Gordon Kroemer; 503.538.2307
kroemer2@verizon.net
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REGIONAL ASSOCIATION NEWS

Lane County Beekeepers
The group held its yearly election during the
St{grgjw rjjnsB Ymj 7565 J}jhzyn{j fsi Gtfwi
of Directors includes: Judy Scher, President; Barbara
Bajec, Vice President; Nancy Ograin, Treasurer;
Qfsj Mnyggsifmgl Xjhwyyfw~§ Pfymfunsj Mzsyl Ufxy
President; and Willard Wisegraver, Bridget Drobac,
fsi 0fwji Uzwhm! Gtfwi Rjrgjws Tzw sj}y rjjysl
will be held January 19th. Ramesh Sagili, Assistant
Professor, Apiculture, OSU, will be our guest speaker.
—Katharine Hunt

Portland-Metro Beekeepers

The annual Christmas Party will be held December
10th at our Clackamas Community College meeting
place. A baked ham will be provided. We will have
ymj ywEanyntsfy {tozsyfw~ Inky j3hmFshjl =gunsl T Inky
yt 1y T Inky3g Jgghyntsx | ngg gj myoi ns OFszfw~ ktw
JHhzy{j tkahjwd Fyymj St{grgjw rjjynsil 1w
1j|J~ Hfwts uwjxgsyji +Junijrnh tk Gjj Qtxxjxig
Mj styji ymfy t{jw ymj qfxy hjsyzw~ ymjwj mf{j gjjs
a progressive series of declining bee populations.
Mt | j{jut T rfotwnshwjfxj ns qtxxjx gj 1fs ns ymj
6>=5x |nym ymj nskyxyfynts tk ywrhmjfy fsi [fwwef
mites. Prior to the mites, yearly losses were in the
10-15 percent range. One study estimates that local
2009 losses for beekeepers with less than thirty-four
mn{jx FgwFljx 7:3= ujwhjsy3 Mj inxhzxxj i Htgts~
Collapse Disorder and recommended that, in a

case of CCD, one should not use the hive frames
and hive bodies for at least several months as this
toi m{j rfyjunfy |ngg xnlsnahfsyg~ winxg ymj wnxp tk
CCD striking the new colony of bees. Dr. Caron
xmfwj i unhyzwjx ket TRXNx Mfyt ] jjs uwtlwfr!
where three volunteers allowed themselves to have

a bee beard with Portland organic beekeeper John
Glen’s bees. The program educated people about bee
behavior and was well attended. = —Paul Jarrett

Tillamook County Beekeepers

N\J fwj xyngg yw~1sl yt pjju FALEy fsi xyfwji rjjysl
again this past spring. We will skip a meeting in
December and begin meeting in January. We held

a Bee School in October to start some people in
beekeeping and help build our club with some new
guttad Xn} sj | htzugjx fsi xtrj tk tzwwjlzgfwx

attended. We will keep working at building our
membership. —Robert Allen

Willamette Valley Beekeepers

We will get together on January 25th with a show-

n-tell, goodies, and lots of time to mingle, ask the

JYujwyxt Fsa xmfuwg xytunpx3 Mtujkzg~ |§ |ng mf{

ajj {thzzrxl mtrj2gzny jpywrhytuxl mtrj2gzny | f}

melters, frame jigs, and other items on display. Also

people can bring in dead-outs, messed up frames,

tw fs~yms1 joxj ye mf{j s jFugwy yt mjou Joym tw

just to show others. At the November meeting, we

provided sample bottles from Washington State

Zsn{jwxny~ ktw ymexj nsyjwjxyj i3 \mjs agji Joym

one-half cup of bees immersed in alcohol, they

can be sent for analysis. At least for now, you can

get, for free, a count of Varroa mites, a yes/no for

tracheal mites, and a Nosema spore count. Then

Pjss~ \ngnfrx xutpj yt zx ts +Gjjpjjunsl R~ymx

and Misinformation.” There are many different

ways to keep and manage bees and many opinions
on how, when, and what to do or not do. For new
beekeepers this can be quite confusing. On the other
hand, listening to or following the advice of only one
person can be a mistake. It is best to seek more than
tsj tunsits fsi yt | joim {funtzx tuyntsx3 Pjss~

IT{j j}frugx fsi xtrj tk mxwjhtr rjsifyntsx

include the following:

v Late afternoon rather than morning is the best
time to install packages. It is usually cooler then,
and there will be less drifting and bees simply
A~rsl futzsis

v Packages do not do well when sprayed with sugar
water. This can cause suffocation of bees and
make the packages sticky to handle.

v The advice to open a hive and check/remove
the queen cage after 3-5 days is not a good idea.
Jfw~ inxyzwgfshy tk ymj sj | vzjjs fsi gjjx hfs
result in loss of the queen. Rather, leave the hive
alone for ten days. Feed with a top feeder or frame
feeder with minimal disturbance and no frame
rTsnuzgfyntsx3 Fkyjw =665 i f~xL ymjwj |0 gj
larvae if the queen was released, which will keep
the bees busy and less likely to kill the queen.

v The best queens are Italian or maybe Carniolan.
It all depends on the particular traits a beekeeper
prefers, whether it be a small winter cluster or
early spring build-up or something else such

Continued on page 6
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Regional Associations—Continued from page 5
as color. In any case, those traits are strongest
only when the stock is the purest. To ensure
in{gwxny~ 1s vzjjs xythpxl Pjss~ gz~x kvt r xj{jwfy
breeders, mainly from California to avoid possible
introduction of Africanized bees or small hive
beetles from elsewhere. —Mike Rodia

Note: News from the Tualatin Valley association was
listed as from Willamette Valley in the November/
December issue. | apologize for the error.

KEEPING BEES IN JANUARY/FEBRUARY
Todd Balsiger

Last year at this time | wrote about the possibility
that Nosema ceranae may become ubiquitous and
displace N. apis. This has now happened. It is not
known at this time if N. ceranae will be more virulent,
however. Studies are ongoing to answer this question
and to develop treatrmient guidelines. Also at this

time last year, | lamented the possibility of the loss

of certain synthetic miticides to control Varroa.
Based on what | learned at the fall conference—in
particular, how harmful pesticide-laden brood

combs are to honey bees (worse than previously
ymtzImy. O rf~gj ymj qtxx tk Az{fpsfyj4htz rtumtx2
y~uj raphnijx ox £ Itta yms3 N ijasnjo~ |tz
recommend replacing brood comb that is suspected
of having high concentrations of pesticide residue.

My overall strategy recommendations for 2010 are

the same as from the last two years (as are the tips):

v Gwjji twuzwhmfxj royj2almpsl gjjx ymj rtxy
important thing we can do according to Randy
Oliver).

v Adopt integrated pest management practices.

v Use natural chemicals for Varroa control, and
synthetics only as a last option.

v Provide nutritional feeding. I think this is
especially true if the natural carrying capacity is

commercial pollination. It seems that Bee Pro is
one of the better commercially available pollen
substitutes at this time.

Tips for January:
v In general, disturb your bees as little as possible.

v If you are concerned about starvation, lift the

back of the hive to assess its weight. Provide
emergency feed (e.g., drivert and a pollen patty) to
featherweight colonies.

v Brood rearing and metabolism increase at this
time of year and add to hive moisture, often with
condensation dripping down onto the bees. To
help prevent this, make sure that lids are water
tight, that hives are tilted so water drains away
from and not into the hive, and that there is
xzkahnjsy {jsynfynts3

v Make periodic checks of your apiary, especially
after a windstorm, to make sure nothing is amiss.

v Uwjufwj ktw sj}y rtsymix yFxpx3 Ns wjhjsy ynr jxt ok
weather allows, we generally treat for foulbroods
and for Varroa in February.

v For nonprocrastinators, this is a good time to
it xzhm ymsix fx fxxjrgy m{j htrutsjsyxl a}
unresolved problems in the honey house, and take
yrj yt It axmsi3

NORTHWEST CORNER CONFERENCE

Note: Additional information and insights shared during
the 2009 Conference will appear in upcoming issues of

the newsletter.

Research and Extension at OSU
Dr. Ramesh Sagili

The three primary areas of research conducted since
April 2009 at Oregon State University are honey
bee nutrition, honey bee health, and pollination. In
spite of its importance, there is still a lack of proper
understanding about bee nutrition. Nutrition is key
in dealing with major stress factors affecting honey
bees, such as Varroa, Nosema, viruses, and bacterial
diseases. Pollen is the primary source of protein,
lipids, minerals, vitamins, and sterols in the honey
bee, which are responsible for honey bee longevity
and immunity. I am in the process of designing a
ajoi yxy yt fxjxx ymj szywnyntsty xyfyzx tk htgtsnjx

s ymj ajoi Jym zxj tk £ GwFiktwi2fxxf~ umnshiugj

yt uwtef{nij £ ajoi poy ymfy htzqi gj zxji g~ymj
beekeepers to analyze the nutritional status of their
colonies. In another nutrition-related study, my lab is
comparing single-source pollen consumption versus
multiple-source pollen consumption on honey bee
physiology, colony growth, and behavior.
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The honey bee health baseline study was conducted
to establish a baseline for honey bee health in
Oregon. For this study, bee samples were obtained
from beekeepers (both commercial and backyard
beekeepers) across the state for a comprehensive
analysis of health. The samples were analyzed

for Varroa, Nosema, tracheal mites, AFB, and
szywynts3 Tk ymj xFrugy i m{jxt =; ujwhjsy mfi
Varroa infestation. Tracheal mites were present in
35.6 percent of sampled hives. In addition, 45.3
percent of sampled hives had Nosema. The mean
Nosema spore count was 0.71 = 0.2 million spores
per bee with 1.51 + 0.5 million spores per bee for
the samples that tested positive. Nutrition and AFB
Tsti~xjx fuj xyngg ns uwthjxx fsi fwj jujhyji yt gj
htrugyji ns sj}y htzugy tk rtsymx Yt tgyfis ymjm
respective results, beekeepers who have provided the
samples can visit the Web site: entomology.oregonstate.
edu/HBcensus. Bee samples were also collected from
select commercial operations at different times when
the colonies were in different foraging environments
(for pollination). Those samples are still being
analyzed. The data from these samples will provide
us information on the pest and disease status along
with nutrition at different times and under different
foraging scenarios.

UPPLY |

With respect to pollination, | have investigated the
potential of honey bee synthetic brood pheromone to
ishwjfxj utgpsfynts jkahnjsh~ns hwtuxt xzhm Fx hfwty
seed and blueberry, where adequate pollination is a
challenge. I have also studied the potential of using
synthetic honey bee brood pheromone in stimulating
protein-supplement consumption in honey bee
colonies. Preliminary results suggest that brood
pheromone increases the consumption of protein
supplement and colony growth.

Future research at OSU will continue to focus on
nutrition, health, and pollination issues. | plan to
continue sampling bee colonies across the state at
least two times a year to track the phenology and
incidence of various pests and diseases along with
nutrition status. | further plan to establish economic
ymwjxmegix ktw Stxj rf fsi [fuwtf ktw ymj Ufhnah
Stwym | jxy3 Junijrntgtl~ fsi umjstetl~ tk Nosema
ceranae that are not well understood will be another
fujf tk kthzx3 Jkahfh~ tk Kzrflngs fsi nyx htxy2
gjsjay wynt |ng gj xyzinj i3 Foxtl jkahfh~ tk tymjw
new products for Varroa and Nosema in the market
will be tested.

I have organized and participated in several bee
Continued on page 8

Biggest Beekeeping Store
in the Northwest

Gvm Mjof CFFIffqgjoh Tvqqnft
Opsuixftu BjwF Ljut

Po.Tjuf Nbovgbduvsjoh
CTfIffgfst po Tubgg
Dpngsfifotjwf Dibttft
Dpotvnujoh = Tvqqpsu
Xpsnexjef Tijggjoh

I pcczjtu up DpnnTsdjbn
Mpdbn Sbx Ipofz = Cfftxby

www.ruhlbeesupply.com
17845 SE 82nd Drive
Gladstone, Oregon 97027
503 657 5399
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NW Corner, Research—Continued from page 7
schools and workshops across the state. Further, |
have addressed beekeepers attending several regional
beekeepers’ association meetings and given many
invited talks about honey bees and their importance
to various diverse groups throughout Oregon.

Epidemic of Bee Losses—Update
Dewey M. Caron

National and international bee declines have made
national headlines. The introduction of bee mites
fsi wjhjsyr~ ymj ~jy2zsjugfnsji kfhytw-x. gymisi
the symptom labeled CCD have accelerated losses.
FoymtzIm gjj ctxx x stymsl sj | -1s 6=;> F mjf{
zsjhughnsji gjj inj2tkk | Fxwjutwyji ns Utwyfsi
TW.IFijvzfyj jueFstyntsx fsi jkkjhyn{j xtozyntsx
remain elusive.

Mike Burgett on the West Coast and myself on

Jfyy Htfxy mf{j gjjs ithzrjsysl ymj rflsnyzij
of bee losses via beekeeper surveys. Mike sampled
commercial (over 330 colonies) and semi-commercial
ajipjjujwx ns ymj Ufhnah Stwym | jxy kwtr 6>=> yt
6>>= -wjutwyj 1 ns American Bee Journal, June 2009).
Beekeeper average losses were double the presumed
normal premite introduction losses. Commercial
losses steadily increased over this ten-year span
(average 22.6%); semi-commercial losses were below
20 percent for four years and then over 30 percent
ktwymj sj}y ktzw ~jfux gjktwj gtzshisl 1t]s s 6>><

ymjs zu fgt{j 85 ujwhjsy flfns ns 6>>=3 R~ xzw{j~
since 2000 of backyard beekeepers in Delaware and
Maryland demonstrated high losses (30% or greater)
tsj ~jfwktot | i g~ ot ] jwgtxgx -a75%. ymj Sj}y3
Tsi~ns 755< | fx HH I nijsynaji fxymj wjfxts ktw
the heavier losses.

Beginning in spring 2007, national losses, some

with the CCD-loss syndrome, prompted national
xzw{j~x ymfy ini stynshgzij ymj Ufhnah Stwym | jxy
(see links to these surveys at the Web site: maarec.
psu.edu). Mike Burgett contacted commercial (over
500 colonies) and semi-commercial beekeepers of
Oregon and Washington; with Mike, | resurveyed
Oregon/Washington beekeepers this past spring and
also asked 100 backyarders in Oregon about their
(o3 Ripjix 755= xzw{j~ ithzrjsyji f 85 ujwhjsy
loss, whereas this past winter we found reduced losses
167§ gfhp~fwi jw googx | Jwj mmjw fy 7:3= ujwhjsy3
National surveys, which included owners of 20
percent of the total estimated colony numbers, were
mnImjw ymFs ymax ktw gtym ~jfwx -8; > ns 755= fsi
7=3;7 ns 755>.3

Tzw Ufhnah Stwym | gxy xzw{j~x fxpji ok qoxjx | jwj
higher or lower than the previous year. Respondents
said they were 44 percent higher, and over 40 percent
were the same for both survey years. Respondents
thought CCD was the factor most responsible for
their losses, and it was listed as more responsible

in 2009. We asked about replacement and found

ADVERTISE AT www.orsba.org!

To place an ad on the OSBA Web site, include information that you want listed below. Ads for
2010 are $4 for OSBA members and $6 for nonmembers. Swarm Call Listings are Free.

Name of Advertiser or Business Name:

Address:
Phone: fax:
e-mail: Web Site:

Area of coverage for services or deliveries:

Product or Service:
Apitherapy

Bees Candles

Pollination, 1T20 hives
Propolis Queens
Swarm Call Listing

Bee Art and Cards

____ Custom Extracting
Honey, gallon containers or smaller
Pollination, 21 or more hives
Wax, up to 20#

Any other Service or Product not listed

Bee Removal

Honey Buyer
Honey, buckets or drums

Pollen
Wax, more than 20#

As appropriate, include a brief description (e.g., in 1# containers) for each listing.

Please make nonrefundable checks payable to OSBA, and mail information with payment to:
Herb Brasington, 1881 NE Ashberry Dr, Hillsboro OR 97124
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beekeepers replacing beyond losses, mainly via splits.

N\mfy it ymjxj xzw{j~x yjog zx0 \m~ fwj Ufhndh
Northwest losses 15 percent below the national

loss level? Why do the backyard (up to 45 colonies)
and semi-commercial (50-500 colonies) beekeepers
JYujwngshj mImyw gexxjx ymfs htr rjuhnfy
isin{nizfpd Y| t jshtzwfinsl asinslx fuj ymj
downward trend in losses, and certainly it is
encouraging that commercial beekeepers are
replacing losses at a rate higher than actual losses,
perhaps driven by California almond pollination
uwhjx3 Ivzfy~ zsjugfisji xt kfwnx m~xtrj
ajjpijujwx Jrujwngshy myf{~ coxgx Jmigg tymyux mf{j
reasonable losses.

Qfhpns T kfhytw tw kfhytwx yt j}ugfns ymy junijrh
of losses, recommendations are not very robust. If a
previously strong colony is suddenly found dead or
with a worker population that is too weak to care for
the queen and brood (which often shows a number
of disease symptoms) in the fall without adult
cadavers, the oldest comb should be culled and the
equipment aired out before reuse. Feeding colonies
protein and a clean-source sugar will help strengthen
surviving colonies. Increasing genetic diversity

x Fi{xFgy3 Jvzfg nsl htgtsnjxl £ rfsfljrjsy
commercial beekeepers practice, and undue stress
(whatever that means) should both be avoided.

IHIA CONFERENCE
Jan Lohman

This has been a busy few weeks with bee conferences.
In addition to the Northwest Corner Conference in
late November, the ldaho Beekeepers’ Conference
took place in early December in Boise at the Red
Qnts Mtyj3 \j mFi T lwjfy ynrj ns Nifmt {mnynsl
with beekeepers and hearing again about some of
the very important work being done at Washington
Xyfyj Zsn{jwxny=3 Ufy MjnypFr wjrnsiji zx ymfy

we provide a very valuable service to the almond
growers and should make sure that we consider
our costs when determining our prices for almond
pollination in California.

There was a great discussion by Idaho beekeepers
about indoor storage of bees. These beekeepers have
spent many years perfecting methods of holding their

bees in buildings and potato-storage facilities for up
to eight weeks to help their bees overwinter. Cold is
not their enemy; rather, it is heat and power outages!

Jeff Pettis from USDA in Maryland talked about
why bees are dying and stresses on honey bees;
Gordon Wardell came up from California to talk
fgtzy uwtyjns xzuugj rjsyxi fsi Hmunx Mjnsy 1ymj
California Project Apis m. Director, talked about
the projects that PAm has taken on and how they
distribute research funds to the beekeeping industry.

The ldaho beekeepers are a great group. | encourage
you to take the time to visit them in the future. Some
of the most memorable times at these meetings are
when beekeepers start to reminisce about the “good
old days” and you see the pleasure and pride that
comes with keeping bees.

2009 PACIFIC NORTHWEST HONEY BEE
POLLINATION SURVEY

Muichael Burgett

Ymj ~jfw 755> nx ymj 79ym ~jfw ymfy ymj Ufhnah
Stwm | jxy Mtsj~ Gjj Utqnstynts Xzw{j~ mfx gjjs
htsizhyji g~ ymj Twjlts Xyfyj Zsi{jwxy~ Mtsj~
Bee Lab. The survey continues because of renewed
interest and funding from the Washington State
Beekeepers’ Association.

From the survey data, we have learned many
things, including the historical trends of increasing
pollination fees and usage patterns for the various
commodities that utilize honey bees in managed
pollination. The survey has provided the strongest
and longest database of pollination services for any
region of the United States. Numerous beekeepers
have reported the usefulness of the survey for their
individual beekeeping operations.

| invite and welcome your participation in this year’s
survey. As concerns any individual beekeeper, all
nsktwrfynts ~tz uwt{nij |ng gj mjoi ns htsaijshjs
Ns agns |l tzy ymj ktwr umsyji ts uflj 651 ~tz it sty
need to provide your name unless you wish to do so.

Please return the completed form as soon as possible.

Results from the survey will be published in the
OSBA Bee Line, the WSBA Keep the “Bee” in Business,
and the USDA Honey Market News.
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST HONEY BEE POLLINATION SURVEYNZ2009

The following list includes crops grown in the Pacific Northwest that either require or greatly
benefit from honey bee pollination. Please indicate if you used your colonies for pollination of any
of these crops during 2009. Return the completed form as soon as possible to:
Michael Burgett, Department of Horticulture, 4017 Ag & Life Sciences
Oregon State University, Corvallis OR 97331

CROP COUNTY ACRES NUMBER OF PRICE PER
POLLINATED COLONIES COLONY

Red or White
Crimson
Vetch

OTHER(S)
Do you use a pollination contract with your growers? Yes No Sometimes

The number of colonies you owned in 2009:

Estimated percent split of your annual gross beekeeping income among:
Honey sales % Pollination rental % Other %

Commercial beekeepers only: How many full-time employees did you have in 2009?

What is your estimated TOTAL cost (in dollars) to maintain one colony of honey
bees for one year? $

T
CLASSIFIED ADS
Bee Truck for Sale: 1980 Ford %:-ton 4x4 flatbed with electric swing boom loader.

$1,500 or offer. Contact Oliver Petty at 541.928.7924 or Walt Petty at 541.342.3537.

Old Sol Enterprises: Your source for Oregon-grown queens and nucs. Please order
early. Call 541.582.2337 or visit www.oldsolenterprises.com.
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