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Michael Burgett

Since 1986, the Honey Bee Laboratory at Oregon State University has
htsizhyji fs fsszfyxzw{j~ tk utypsfynts jhtstrnhx ns ymj Ufhnah
Northwest (PNW). The information from each year of the survey has
been made available both regionally and nationally. The information
has proved to be most useful to individual beekeepers who generate
A [SELE- income from pollination rental, which is the primary source of income
2009 Pollination Survey ktwymj rfotuny~ tk htr rjuhfy gjjpjjujwx ns ymj UFhnah Stym | jxy3
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9 The use of managed honey bee colonies for commercial crop

OSBA Resources pollination remains the most-important function of the PNW

Regional Associations beekeeping industry. The vast and diverse agriculture of the region
Keeping Bees relies on a healthy and strong beekeeping industry to maintain optimum
ABE production. An enhanced knowledge of pollination economics is
Classified Ad crucial to every beekeeper who enters the world of commercial crop

" N pollination.
Pesticide Poisoning
The USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service estimates that there
fwj >71555 uwtizhynts mtsj~ gjj htotsnjx ns ymj Ufhndh Stwym | jxy
(Oregon and Washington). With these numbers, there are some interesting
hypothetical calculations that can be made. For instance, if all growers
| bove: Thoudh this sorina's b tk hwtux ymfy wjvzwj tw gjsjay wtr rfsflji mtsj~ gjj utmsfynts ns
o e e ey o1 Ut ST L3y 131 sy €St fim o ety
the ongoing promise of colonies doing 'MNiX ts fsidtwgjsjaykitr gjj utstyts -hf3 8251555 fhujx.1 ymj
the work that must be done before the  resulting pollination requirement would utilize 700,000 colony rentals.
end of summer continues. Please share | ywe multiply the hypothetical rentals by the 2009 average colony

your learning and experiences! And add . . . .. .
attending the WAS conference, which 'ental fee ($89.90), it results in a potential pollination rental income

will be held in Salem this year, to your tk Sjfup~ ;8 rgnts itgfux ktw USN\ gjjpjjujwa Nk | j Fii ytymxymj

Varroa Control?
Subscription Forms
OSBA Membership Form

own plans for summer’s end. estimated 2009 California almond pollination income available to PNW
commercial beekeepers ($27 million), we end up with a potential gross
Western Apicultural Society pollination rental income of 90 million dollars. Another way to look at
e this is by asking the question, “How much pollination income, under
August 30-September 2 optimized conditions, should have been produced from one commercial
Red Lion Hotel, Salem OR US\ mtsj~ gjj htots~ns ymj ~jfw 755>Dg Ktw 755>1 ymfy alzwj nx

See WAS website for Preliminary approximately $978 per c_olonyfv_v_hlch is obviously ungttalnable, |f for
Program, information about Salem, N Other reason than the impossibility of one colony being sequentially
and Registration Form: utilized in all of the necessary cropping systems required to produce
groups.ucanr.org/WAS/ such a hypothetical per colony income.

Click on Conference Information. Htrufinsl ymj m~utymjyhfy US\ wjsyfynshtrj -) ;8 rnpts. yt ymj
Continued on page 3
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The Bee Line

The Bee Line is the official
publication of the Oregon
State Beekeepers Associa-
tion. The newsletter is pub-
lished ten times a year, and
subscriptions are included
with membership in OSBA.

Send news about your bees
and your experiences in
keeping them, as well as cor-
rections, letters, comments,
photographs and stories (old
and new), interviews, and re-
guests for advertising to me
at: The Bee Line, 4207 SE
Woodstock Blvd Ste 517,
Portland OR 97206; e-mail:

osba.newsletter@gmail.com.

Advertising Costs
Per Issue

Business Ads:
Business card
Quarter page

Half page

Full page

$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00

Classified Ads (30 words):
Members $3.00
Nonmembers $5.00

Please submit copy by the
10th of the month prior to
publication. The next issue
will be the June 2010 issue.
As always, let me know of
any guestions or concerns.

Many thanks!

Rosanna

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Xzrrjwnx asfy~ mjwjl Fsi ny ix jrhapnst yt xjj ymj m{jx lwt |nsl

to their potential. We always feel like we are a season behind in
beekeeping. We do our early pollinations and then try to jump into
requeening as soon as we can because we know that early requeening
really helps with our honey crop. In Hermiston, we need all the help
we can get with our honey crop!

As soon as we complete our requeening and supering, we start
getting the bees ready for fall. It seems like the major factors that
help with overwintering bees are education, timing with treatments,
nutrition, and some luck.

Another factor that helps us with overwintering is new knowledge that
comes in from other sources—be it another beekeeper that you trust,
an organization that you belong to, or researchers who are coming up
with new ideas for our future beekeeping.

I was asked by a friend this week about where donations might go in
the “beekeeping” world that would be most useful. This led me to
think that we have not talked enough about what to do with money
that you would like to donate to our industry. Here are a few places
that 1 know the money would be well used and really appreciated:

Agricultural Research Foundation for Ramesh Sagili’'s Bee Research
100 Strand Agricultural Hall, Corvallis OR 97331
or
Oregon State Beekeepers Association Research Fund
c/o Herb Brasington 1881 NE Ashberry Drive, Hillsboro OR 97124
or
Northwest Apiculture Fund for Honey Bee Research, Extension, and Education

Note: Make check payable to OSU Foundation and write Northwest Apiculture
Fund for Honey Bee Research, Extension, and Education on the memo line.

OSU Foundation, 850 SW 35th Street, Corvallis OR 97333

Please consider supporting these funds so that we can better
understand the problems coming our way now and in the future.
Thank you for your consideration.

I saw this quote by H.G. Wells and really appreciate it in beekeeping:
Adapt or perish, now as ever is nature’s inexorable imperative.

Thanks for reading,

Jan
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Pollination Survey—Continued from page 1
kfwir21fyj {fizj tk ymj hwtux utgpsfyji ns ymj Ufhnah
Stwym | Jxy -)73<8 gngnts. xmt | x ymfy ymj rtsj~
spent by growers to ensure adequate pollination is
Totzy 738 ujwhjsy tk ymj ytyfy hwtu {fozJ3 Ymnx ix fs
impressive illustration of what a remarkable bargain
pollination rental is to the commercial agricultural
n1sizxyw~ tk ymj UFhndh Stwym | jxy3

The 2009 pollination survey continues to illustrate
the critical reliance of PNW beekeepers on income
generated from colony rentals. For 2009, the average
commercial beekeeper reported receiving 71 percent
of annual operating gross from pollination rental,
which is a slight increase from 2008. This percentage
shows the dominance of pollination rental income to
T US\ gjjpjjujwix +asfshnfy mjfoymie

Recent increases in the average pollination rental

kjg mF{j gjjs xyweslo~nsAzjshji g~ ymj awfrfyh
rise in the pollination rental fees paid by California
fyrtsi Iwt] jwadNs 755:1 fyrtsi Iwt ] jux
responded to a perceived shortage of colonies by
dramatically increasing the price they were willing to
pay for pollination; this has continued for the 2009
pollination season. The average almond pollination
kjj ktw 755> | fx )6:157:3 Ymix nx fs => ujwhjsy
nshwj fxj kwtr ymy 755: F{jwflj -)<1>95.1 gzy ts(~

T 63: ujwhjsy nshwjfxj kwtwr ymj F{gwflj fortsi
utypnstynts kjj ufni ns 755=-)691=6:.3 Firtsi
pollination is a target crop for nearly all commercial
gjipgjujwx ns ymj Ufhnah Stwym | jxy Fsi wjuwjxjsyx
the beginning of the annual pollination season.

For 2009, the average pollination rental fee,

computed from commercial colony rentals on all
crops reported (including almonds), was $89.90.
This is a 10.8 percent increase from the average

Table 1. Average pollination
fee, 2000<2009.

utqnsfynts kjj ufni ns 755=-)=636:. -xjj Yfgy 6.3
Table 2 provides the average rental fees by crop and
a comparison to the average fee received in 2008. For
Table 2, only crops where at least three commercial
beekeepers reported rentals are listed.

During the past ten years the average pollination
wjsyfykjj mPx nshwyfxji kwtwr )873=: -7555. yt
)=>3>5-755>.1 fs nshujfxj tk 6<9 ujwhjsy3 \mngj
dramatic gains in pollination fees have occurred, it
needs to be stressed that honey bee colony rental
was for many decades an underpaid service to the
agricultural industry at large. It is really only within
the past decade that rental fees have begun to more
of managed pollination. Figure 1 depicts the average
pollination fee paid since the beginning of the PNW
pollination survey in 1986.

N\nymns ymj Ufhnah Stwym | jxyl ywjj kwznyx -Fuugjxl
pears, and sweet cherries) have been and remain

the dominant crop types for pollination income. In
2009, the combination of apples, pears, and sweet
hmjwwnjx Fhhtzsyji ktw 8<36 ujwhjsy tk fogwjutwyji
rentals and 20.8 percent of all reported pollination
income. Paradoxically, the single most-important
crop for PNW beekeepers is grown in California, i.e.,
firtsid Fortsix | jwj wjxutsxgyj ktw 9538 ujwhjsy
tk fyg wysyfox s ;<39 ujwhjsy tk figwjsyfynshtrj
1s ymj 755> xzw{j~ -xjj Yfgy 8.3 Fortsix mf{j
consistently produced a high average pollination fee
and for the past four years have displayed remarkable
kjg nshwjfxgx htrufwji ytymj 755: F{gwflj kjj tk
)<1>957 ktw 755;1 )671>75( ktw 755<1 )681<8:{ ktw
755=1)691=6:( fsi ktw 755> )6:15853

In 2009, the combination of California almonds
fsi US\ ywjj kwzny Fhhtzsyji ktw <<39 ujwhjsy tk fg

Table 2. Average pollination fees as reported by thirteen commercial
beekeeping operations for 2009.

Year Average Fee Crop Number of Rentals  Average Fee Fee +/-

for Pollination Pears 5,862 $51°° +21.4%

2000 $32.85 Cherries 15,605 $51°° +21.6%

2001 $33.65 Apples 23,858 $497° +9.5%

2002 $36.40 Berries? 2,844 $38% +26.9%

2003 $3645 Blueberries 7,100 $42§2 +15.2%

Vegetable seed 6,652 $53 +13.6%

;883 :22'22 Clover seed® 3,435 $46§2 +48.3%

) Squash and pumpkin 2,636 $47 +2.3%

2006 $73.85 Meadowfoam 1,336 $47% +4.3%

2007 $70.65 Almonds 49,318 $150% +1.5%
2008 $8115 Average $8990

2009 $89.90

'Percentage change from 2008.

’Includes blackberries, raspberries, Marionberries, and loganberries.
®Includes red and white clover as grown for seed.
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rentals and 88.2 percent of all pollination income,
which illustrates the dominance and importance of
these crops for a commercial PNW beekeeper (see
Yfgy 8.3 Fgg tymjw US\ hwtuuns |l x~xyj rx ymfy zynn j
honey bee pollination contributed 11.8 percent to
the beekeeper’s gross pollination income in 2009.

In terms of acreage, apples are the largest crop
lwt ] s ns ymj Ufhnah Stwym | jxy -fyrtxy 7551555
Fhugx.L [ mohm nx wjAjhyg i g~ ymj ¢fwlj szrgjw tk
wjutwyj 1 wjsyfox -6>3: > tk fygwjsyfix fsi 657 tk
total rental income).

The average PNW commercial honey bee colony

| Fxwysyji 63=8 ynrjxns 755>1 fsi ymix nshgz jx
California almonds. This is a slight decrease from
2008 (1.9 sets). This statistic has trended downwards
since 1999 when the average number of rentals per
htots~ | fx 73=3 1egx ymx Fhyzfo~ wjAjhy ymj wj o2
world situation? Are PNW commercial beekeepers
concentrating on almonds and tree fruit (which
historically provide the major sources of pollination
income) and reducing the number of colonies
involved in minor crop pollination? Following
almond pollination, are colonies being shifted

away from pollination to concentrate on honey
production? At this time, our data are not able to
provide reasonable answers to these questions.

For the 2009 pollination season, an average rental
kjj tk )=>3>5 htrgnsji |nym fs f{juflj tk 63=8
pollination rentals per colony results in an annual
ujw htqts~ utqqnsfynts nshtrj tk )6;19:53 Yfgy 9

100.00

displays the data concerning the trends of ever-larger
individual operations and the increasing per colony
income derived from pollination. With the “average”
htr rjwhnfy tujwfynts wzssnsl :1695 htytsnjxl £
hypothetical 2009 gross pollination income for the
“average” commercial beekeeping operation in the
Ufhnah Stwym | jxy | fx )=9:1:853

The combined colony numbers from those
commercial beekeepers who responded to the 2009
xzw{j~ ; ;1=7< htotsnjxt wjuwjxjsy fgtzy <8 ujwhjsy
of the USDA’s estimate of commercial colony
numbers in Oregon and Washington. Therefore, if
we multiply the total reported pollination income of
ymj xzw{j~ wjxutsi jsyx -)651>>=1<9<. g~ T kFhytw tk
638<l |J mf{j f gfyufuwp jxynrfyj tk ymj utupstynts
income generated by commercial beekeeping in the
Ufhnah Stwym | jxy ns 755>1n3j3l f wj Intsfy utypsfnts
ishtrj tk fuuwthrfyjo~ 6: rgnts 1tgfwd Ymnx

is far more than the “estimates” assigned to the bee
industry by agricultural economists, who, for reasons
unexplained, usually do not even include pollination
rental income in their evaluation of beekeeping
Jhtstirhx Utgpsfints nshtrj ns ymj Ufhnah
Northwest far exceeds the value of honey and wax
sales for our regional beekeeping industry. Pollination
wjsyfynshtrj x kwjvzjsy~ kwtr ktzw yt a{j ynrjx
greater than honey and wax sales in any given year.
This disparity between pollination income and
combined honey/wax sales has increased dramatically,
especially in the past few years, concurrent with the
impressive rise in pollination rental fees.

Figure 1. Average pollination fee for all crops, including almonds, in the Pacific
Northwest, 1986—2009.
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The 2009 survey once again asked
commercial beekeepers to report the total

Table 4. Average colony numbers, average rental fee per colony, and average
annual rental income per colony for a hypothetical commercial beekeeping
operation in the Pacific Northwest, 199232009.

number of full-time or full-time equivalent

i . X Year Average Number  Average Rental Average Rental
employees working for their operations. of Colonies Fee per Colony Income
An interesting way to look at this question 1992 765 $19% $49"

ina th ber of full-i 1993 990 $22 $62
concerning the average number of full-time g9, 1,225 2810 787
employees is to ask, “What is the colony 1995 1,348 22922 :78;
: : 1996 1,350 31 97
gquwalent? How many cplonles are necessary gq; 1504 $31% 2922
in order to hire one full-time employee?” 1998 1,153 $292§ $8322
- e ; : 1999 2,058 $32 $89
Y_mf}/ alzwj _ | x {gw hthJ_ yt 6L:55 htytsnjx 50 5055 3265 $77%
ujw jrugt~jj ns 7559 fsi 755:3Ns 755<! 2001 3,168 $3sj§ $64j§
ymj htgts~ jvzi{fijsys | x 6167: htytsnjx 2882 ‘z‘gig ggg“ ﬁggw
per full-time employee, and for 2008, 870 2004 3,555 $38% $74%
. - 30 85
colonies. The reported “colony equivalent” 2005 2,055 $51° $112 -
. : 2006 3,855 $73 $151
for 2009 is 996 colonies. Lower colony 2007 3,001 $7016: $176§2
equivalent numbers suggest that hives are 2008 4,800 $81 $154
2009 5,140 $89 $164

receiving more-intensive management, which
ultimately means healthier colonies.

While income from pollination rental is a critical
statistic, so therefore is the annual cost to maintain a
healthy colony of honey bees. Numerous commercial
beekeepers, who have over the years maintained
accurate cost-accounting records, have reported
colony maintenance costs that are very reasonable
relative to today’s economy. The average annual
htgts~ rfisyjsfshj htxy | fx )6<8 ujw htgts~ ktwymj
year 2009. The range in individual responses was
kwtr fmnlm tk )8554htyts~ yt fqt] tk )<:4htytss3
This wide range suggests that beekeepers should try
to be more precise in calculating operational costs.

almonds should be considered very realistic because of
the large number of beekeepers and rentals reported
for this crop, and such is also the case for tree fruit in
ymj Ufhnah Stwym | jxy3 Ktw ymax ~j Fwix xzw{j~ wjutwyl
pollination rental averages for crops with fewer than
three beekeepers reporting, have been excluded from
Table 2, but these low-reported crops have been
included for computing the average pollination fee for
all reported rentals.

It is important to remember that the data presented
here represent the pollination rental situation of a
hypothetical “average” commercial beekeeper in
ymj Ufhnah Stwym | jxy3 Ktw nsin{nizfq gjjpjjujwx

Table 3. Pollination rentals and income by crop type as reported by thirteen Pacific Northwest commercial

beekeepers in 2009.

Crop Number of Rentals Percentage of Rental Income Percentage of Total
Total Rentals Rental Income

Tree Fruit 45,325 37.1 $2,290,447 20.8

Almonds 49,318 40.3 $7,410,980 67.4

All other crops 27,667 22.6 $1,297,320 11.8

Total 122,310 $10,998,747

For 2009, the average colony maintenance cost

is once again higher than the average per colony
pollination income. From the 2009 survey data,
utgnsfynts ishtrj | x )6;19:5 ujw htgts~ fsi ymj
htots~ risyjsfshj htxy | fx )6<8OT nkkjwjshj
th )=:5 ujw htgts=3 Ymx ngzxywfyjx ymfy ymj sjy
tujwyntsfyuwtdy sjjixyt gj Ijsjwfyji g~ xtzwhjx
of income outside of pollination rental—most
frequently, honey production.

In interpreting the average pollination fee for an

individual crop, it is important to recognize that the
wjqrgngy~ tk ymy <F{gwflje nx xywtslo~ nsAzjshji g~
the number of reported rentals. The “average” for

the survey results are most useful as benchmarks
against which they should compare their individual
operations. Let it be stressed again that all of these
“projections” are only as accurate as the data
provided by responding beekeepers. The projections
also assume that the participating beekeepers
collectively represent the mainstream of commercial
gjipjjunsl ns ymj Ufhnah Stwym | jxy3

I wish to again thank all those beekeepers in
Oregon and Washington who took the time to
ufwynhnufyj ns ymj xzw{j~ | mhm €{jwymj ufxy 79
years has generated the most-accurate assessment of
commercial pollination known in the US.
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OREGON STATE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION RESOURCES

Tt N

uOSBA REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

Columbia Basin: Bill Edwards; 5040 Lost Lake Rd
Hood River 97031; 541.354.2223

Eastern Oregon: Jordan Dimock
2635 Mitchell Butte Rd, Nyssa 97913; 541.372.2726

Portland-Metro Area: Bev Koch
20495 S Geiger Rd, Oregon City 97045
503.655.7447; johnbev@aracnet.com

North Coast: Terry Fullan
39450 North Fork Rd, Nehalem 97131
503.368.7160; tfullan@nehalemtel.net

South Coast: Open

Southern Oregon: Floyd Pawlowski
415 Pompadour Dr, Ashland; 541.482.4797
fmpawlowski@ashlandwireless.net

North Willamette Valley: Harry Vanderpool
7128 Skyline Rd S, Salem; 503.399.3675
shallotman@yahoo.com

South Willamette Valley: Jason Rowan
80881 Turkey Run Rd, Creswell 97426
541.942.6479; beetanical@g.com

1OSBA REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Central Oregon Beekeepers

Meets 6:30 PMm, third Tuesday, Bend

63211 Service Rd, Suite 130

President: Dennis Gallagher; 541.389.4776
For information, please contact: John Connelly
johncobka@gmail.com

Coos County Beekeepers

Meets 6:30 PM, third Saturday (except December)
Ohlsen Baxter Bldg, 631 Alder St, Myrtle Point
President: Shigeo Oku; 541.396.4016

Vice President: John Gardner; 541.572.3847
Secretary: Bobbi Gardner; 541.572.3847
Treasurer: Jane Oku; 541.396.4016
jane_oku@hotmail.com

Lane County Beekeepers

Meets 7:30 Pwm, third Tuesday, Eugene
Trinity United Methodist Church, 440 Maxwell Rd

Lane County (continued)

President: Judy Scher; 541.344.2114
judy_scher@catdreams.com

Vice President: Barbara Bajec; 541.767.9086
Secretary: Lane Hillendahl; 541.942.6838
Treasurer: Nancy Ograin; 541.935.7065
woodrt@pacinfo.com

Web site: www.Icbaor.org

Portland-Metro Beekeepers

Meets 7 PM, second Thursday, Oregon City
Clackamas Comm College, Clairmont Hall, Room 118
President: Nancy McFarlane; 503.260.3930
nancymariemcfarlane@yahoo.com

Vice President: Paul Hardzinski; 503.631.3927
breadstick@ccwebster.net

Secretary: Alvalea Fong; 503.742.0910
mamagoose@mac.com

Treasurer: Barbara Derkacht; 503.631.3063
bderkacht@yahoo.com

Southern Oregon Beekeepers

Meets 7:30 PMm, first Monday, Central Pt

So Or Res & Ext Ctr, 569 Hanley Rd
President: John Jacob; 541.582.BEES
john@oldsolenterprises.com

Vice President: Floyd Pawlowski

415 Pompadour Dr, Ashland; 541.482.4797
Secretary/Treasurer: Jonathon Boulton
jonnyboulton@hotmail.com

Web site: www.southernoregonbeekeepers.org

Tillamook County Beekeepers
For meeting and other information, please contact:
President: Bob Allen; 503.322.3819

Tualatin Valley Beekeepers

Meets 7:30 PMm, last Friday, Beaverton

OSU Ext, #1400, 18640 SW Walker Rd
President: Herb Brasington; 503.701.4180
herb@hwbsystems.com

Vice President: Kevin Beckman; 503.539.5996
kevin_beckman2@msn.com

Secretary: Jerry Maasdam; 503.648.7906
jmaasdam@mac.com

Co-Treasurers: Brigette and Michael Hendrickson
503.625.3828; mdhendri@gmail.com

Willamette Valley Beekeepers

Meets 7 pm, fourth Monday, Salem

Chemeketa Comm College, Bldg 34, Rm A
President: Richard Farrier; 541.327.2673

Vice President: Harry Vanderpool; 503.399.3675
shallotman@yahoo.com

Secretary: Mike Rodia; 503.364.3275
drodia@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Patricia Swenson
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REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Coos County Beekeepers

Coos County Beekeepers Association conducted our
annual all-day Honey Bee Education Class on March
27, 2010. Dr. Dewey Caron and the newly appointed
Oregon State University bee researcher Dr. Ramesh
Sagili were our honored speakers. We had an
excellent learning experience with the most-current
information on our coastal climate and general
beekeeping trends. Among the class attendants

was Dr. Allen Solomon, a Nobel Prize contributor

to Global Climate Change, who offered high
appraisal for this class, both on its presentation and
its informational value for beekeepers. We received
many praise reviews from attending beekeepers

and those newly interested in beekeeping. Our
group sees a real need for this type of resource with
up-to-date information as part of our continuing
education. Dr. Sagili had told us that his position

is on an annual contract. We request, through our
perceived need, that Dr. Sagili be kept in the position
of state bee researcher on a more-permanent basis
as a researcher and beekeeper—especially through
this transitional time of changing climate and
environment. Our association would like to thank
both Dr. Sagili and Dr. Caron for their generous and
informative participation. —Shigeo Oku

Lane County Beekeepers

Last month Jonathan Loftin presented an excellent
talk on spring management. April’s meeting will

be given by Morris Ostrofsky on making nucs.
Congratulations to Morris for completing his
itzwsj~rfsix hjwnahfynts kwtr ymj \Fxmslyts Xyfyj
Rfxyjw Gjjpjjujwx Hjwnahfynts Unthwfr3 Twjlts ix
actively working on setting up a master beekeeping
program, but in the interim Washington is very
xzuutwn{j tk fs~tsj | fsysl yt gj hjwnaji Joym
them. It is a challenging, but fascinating experience.
Having just completed the apprenticeship level, I've
started the journeyman phase and there is quite a lot
to learn! —Judy Scher

Portland-Metro Beekeepers

\nym fgtzy 95 ujtug uwjxjsyl Uwjxni jsy Sfsh~
McFarlane opened the meeting and reminded
everyone that the Ruhl Memorial Bee Day is coming
zu Fuwng 79ym3 Ufzg Mfwi nsxpn gj 1 tzwwtzsiyfgj
inxhzxxts ts afj2~jfwton m{j kwfrjx3 Wzmi Gjj

Supply has an organic product for Nosema control
called Nozevitd -St wjxjfuhm ~jy ts nyx jkahfh~D. Zxj
two parts sugar with one part vegetable shortening as
a patty to help control tracheal mites. Dewey Caron
gave a presentation on “Installing Nucs/Packages
and Re-Queening.” He has been helping out at
Ruhl’s to give those who were picking up a package
advice and a handout. He prefers the “shake the bees
out of the package” method. He polled hive losses
kwtr tzw lwtzu ns 755> fsi styji alzwjx xmt | sl
zu yt 95 ujuhjsy qtxxgx ktw gfhp~fwi gjjpjjujwx kwtr
other recent polls. He alerted us of a TIME Magazine
article (April 2010) showing the perils of plastics with
implications for plastic frames. Next week’s guest
speaker will be Glen Andresen on “catching swarms”
fsi At jwx ymfy gjjx (t{jle OPaul Jarrett

Tualatin Valley Beekeepers

The meeting in March was well attended with about
8= rjrgjux fyyjsinsl3 \j inxhzxxji hmfshisl tzw
meeting night to Wednesdays. Our presentation
covered swarming, why bees swarm, prevention of
swarming, and swarm collection. We had a successful
gjipgjunsl xhmttg Jnym 88 fyyjsijjxl 85 tk mtr
are new to the club. —Paul Andersen

Mann Lake Ltd.

QuaALITY PrRODUCTS AND FRIENDLY
Service IsWHY So Many
BeekeePERS SHOP MANN LAKE.

Two Locations To Better Serve You:
Hackensack, MN Woodland, CA
800-880-7694  www.mannlakeltd.com
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KEEPING BEES IN MAY
Todd Balsiger

Similar to last month, our objectives are for all
colonies to be queenright, healthy, and well fed so
they can build up to maximum populations in time
ktwymj rfotw syhyfw At |3 HEsxni jwymj ktgrt | nsl?

> Light hives can still starve if the weather turns
bad. After the maples and fruit trees bloom, there

is actually a decrease in available nectar until the
xzrrjwsjhyfw At] gjlnsxns jfusyxy3 Fymtzim
very infrequent, in past years it has been necessary
to feed well into summer to prevent starvation. Stop
stimulative feeding prior to supering!

> Swarming is at its zenith, so continue swarm-
control practices. | share a variant of a beekeepers’
proverb, mid 17th century: A swarm in May is worth a
load of hay; a swarm in June is worth a silver spoon; and a
x| fwr s Ozg~ nx sty | twm A3

> Nuc boxes containing one frame that has had
brood (a dark frame), one frame with honey and
pollen, and the balance foundation are ideal for
catching swarms. Swarms quickly convert foundation
into beautiful drawn comb, so you may want to
capitalize on this behavior. Remember, frames need
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to be tight together when drawing foundation—too
much space and the likely result will be burr or
misshapen comb. You can feed sugar water to
accelerate and sustain growth, just like for divisions.

> Consider setting up decoy hives (like the nuc box)
to catch swarms at your apiary. Make sure the mice
can’'t get in!

> More on swarms... Decreasing queen pheromone
production and its distribution within the hive
triggers the swarm impulse. The two best ways to
reduce swarming are to regularly requeen (young
gueens produce more pheromones) and to reduce
congestion (reversing, equalizing, making divisions).

» Visually look at colonies for health and investigate
why any are not keeping up with their peers. Does

it have an underperforming queen? Has it become
queenless and developed laying workers? Does it
have a disease? Has it swarmed (don’t destroy the
swarm cells!)? Are the bees raising a supercedure
queen? Take appropriate action (which may be
nothing). If you don’t know what to do, go to your
next beekeepers’ association meeting and ask.

> Look for signs that it is time to super. For example,
the bees lose interest in syrup, the bees have zero
wtggnsl yjsijshijxt tw~tz xjj fsj| agr tk [myj
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wax—especially on the top bars.

» Provide abundant room for storing honey early

in the season. I consider two supers as abundant. If
paradichlorobenzene crystals are used for wax moth
control, then air out the supers on a warm day to
vaporize the residues before use.

> Bees generally work from the center up, so
foundation centered in the hive will be drawn the
fastest. I recommend ten frames when drawing
foundation to prevent burr and misshapen comb.
After the frames are drawn, at least for supers, |
recommend nine frames to make uncapping easier.

x< Research indicates no difference in top-supering
versus bottom-supering. Do what is easier for you.
Just like whether to run nine or ten frames per brood
box, top-supering versus bottom-supering is one of
those highly debatable issues among beekeepers.

> | recommend queen excluders (there are
exceptions). | consider brood in supers as a big
problem and hassle. Frames that have had brood are
dramatically more vulnerable to wax moth damage
and will require extra protection.

> Bees collect water in the summer as avidly as
nectar and pollen. If appropriate water resources
are absent, provide water early and let the bees train
themselves to use it. This is especially important for
urban settings, where your bees may end up in your
neighbor’s swimming pool or pet bowl instead.

> Varroa mites: You may want to sample to estimate
your Varroa mite load, and treat if it is high. This
may be your last opportunity to treat with controls
that have short withdrawal times before supering but
require higher daily high temperatures for use.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN
BEEKEEPING FEDERATION REWARDS

The American Beekeeping Federation is working
harder than ever to make sure that anyone associated
Iymymj gjgpijunstnsizxyw~ nyg gjsjay krtr
participation as members [see also page 10]. The
leadership of ABF is dedicated to building a strong
framework for success for those choosing to take part
and grow in their beekeeping experience.

The next North American Beekeeping Conference
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and will bring together members of our beekeeping
community in North America with involvement

of major industry groups: the American Honey
Producers, the American Association of Professional
Apiculturists, the Apiary Inspectors of America, and
the 1000-plus members of the ABF. The opportunity
for personal enrichment and education will be
unparalleled in our history. This will be an event that
all serious beekeepers should plan to attend. It’s very
possible that this conference will bring together more
beekeepers than any other single beekeeping event in
North America.

As part of our “Membership Pays” promotion,

new members receive a packet that includes special
discount coupons from our vendor members
including: Mann Lake, Brushy Mountain, Dadant &
Sons, Walter T. Kelley, GloryBee Foods, Deb’s Bee
Supply, Ellingson’s Bee Pro, and Bee-Z-Smokers.
With the use of these valuable discount coupons, it is
possible to earn dividends from membership that are
worth more than the price to join.

In addition, the packet includes a new-member CD
with over 12 hours of recording from the January
2010 convention in Orlando. There’s also several
articles from Larry Connor on queen rearing,
newsletters from the ABF and state associations,
booklets on bee culture, and honey recipes from the
American Honey Institute. Also included are pdf
agx tk gjjpigunsl gwthmzwjx kvt r ymj Zsn{jwxny~
of Tennessee by John Skinner and MAAREC
publications on bee biology, Africanized honey bees,
bee diseases and pests, and much, much more.

During 2010, ABF will be developing a Master
Beekeeping Program that will go beyond the
educational experience of present programs, thus
extending the educational opportunities we provide
today. It is the purpose of our members to be the
mentor to the industry and the place to go for
information resources.

Our website is at: abfnet.org, a great place to start
your search for all your needs as a beekeeper today.
So, join in and claim your rewards. It only takes a
few minutes at the site to secure a bright future for
yourself in this wonderful and rewarding industry.

Tim Tucker

Membership Committee
The American Beekeeping Federation
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American Beekeeping Federation
New Member Discounts

American Beekeeping
Federation

The American Beekeeping Federation (ABF) has teamed up with some of industrybis best
suppliers to offer our new ABF members savings on first-time orders. There are seven (7)
discount coupons available, which will be distributed in your new-member packet once your
membership application is received and processed. These outstanding offers include:

(0:$15 Off Your First Bee-Z-Smoker

Visit www.beezsmoker.com to learn more.

[01$25 Off First Order Over $250 with Ellingsonis Feed Bee

Call 888.273.2300 or e-mail dddwax@wat.midco.net for more details.
[00115% Off First Order with GloryBee
Call 800.456.7923 for a free catalog or visit www.glorybeefoods.com.
[0010% Off First Order with Brushy Mountain
Call 800-BEESWAX for a free catalog or visit www.brushymountainbeefarm.com.
[0010% Off Orders Over $75 with Walter T. Kelley Co.
Visit www.kelleybees.com to learn more.

005% Off First Order with Dadant & Sons

Visit www.dadant.com to learn more.

[005% Off First Order with Debis Bee Supply

Call 904.886.9389 for a free catalog or visit www.deb-bee.com.

Take advantage of these great savings by becoming a member of the ABF today! Along with
these new-member discounts, as an ABF member you have exclusive access to the latest
industry information, as well as outstanding educational and networking opportunities that will
ensure your continued success in the business of beekeeping.

If you have any questions or concerns about these savings, please contact Kari Freeland, ABF
membership coordinator, at 404.760.2875 or via e-mail at info@abfnet.org.

American Beekeeping Federation
3525 Piedmont Road A Building Five, Suite 300 A Atlanta, GA 30305
Ph: 404.760.2975 Fax: 404.240.0998
www.abfnet.org

CLASSIFIED AD

. Reminder: For updates on the Managed Pollinator
Bee Truck for Sale: 1980 Ford ¥%:-ton 4x4 flatbed with Coordinated Agricultural Project and bee health, visit:

electric swing boom loader. $1,500 or offer. Contact Oliver  www.extension.org.
Petty at 541.928.7924 or Walt Petty at 541.342.3537.
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