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OREGON MASTER BEEKEEPER PROGRAM 

Carolyn Breece

At the 2009 Northwest Corner Beekeepers Conference in Seaside, 
Oregon, a small group of people cornered Paul Lundy and Louis Matej 
of the Washington State Master Beekeeper program and asked for 
information about their program and how we could get a similar program 
started in Oregon. Since then, an energetic and dedicated planning 
committee has worked hard on developing a Master Beekeeper program 
for the state of Oregon. We reviewed other Master Beekeeper programs 
throughout the country, carefully considered the Washington State Master 
Beekeeper program, and �nally formed a program that we believe will best 
suit Oregon beekeepers. �e structure of the Oregon Master Beekeeper 
program closely follows that of the Washington program. We give much 
thanks to Paul Lundy, Louis Matej, and other members of the Washington 
Master Beekeeper committee for their guidance and support. 

�e Oregon Master Beekeeper program focuses on education and service. 
We will provide consistent training to Oregon beekeepers in the best 
available methods and science. In return, those in the Master Beekeeper 
program are expected to share this knowledge with others. 

�e Oregon Master Beekeeper program will have three levels: Apprentice, 
Journey, and Master. To date, we have developed the Apprentice 
level. Apprentices apply to the program and pay the fee (amount to 
be determined). �ey will receive First Lessons in Beekeeping by Keith 
Delaplane and a form on which they can track their progress. �ey then 
will take a minimum of one year to complete the following:
 

Earn three education points, one of which must involve hands-
on experience with bees. Points may be earned by attending bee club 
meetings, shadowing a mentor, attending a bee day, or participating in 
another kind of �eld experience.

Keep a log for one season. By recording hive management activities, one 
can learn a lot when looking back to see what worked, what didn�t, what 
could have been done, what needs to be done, and so forth. 

Become a member of OSBA.
Pass an exam after one year. �e exam may be written or oral.

At this level, ownership of a hive is not required. If a person has been 
keeping bees for years, they may take the exam upon submitting their 
application and paying the fee. 
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  MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
We postponed our last bee feeding until after the fall conference because the weather was a 
bit drippy in Hermiston the last week of October. Fortunately, we are having some pretty 
amazing days for November to �nish our bee work. It feels great to button them up and 
move on to some of the badly neglected projects for the colder months, but there is always 
that winter anticipation that plagues us while we are awaiting our trip to California for the 
almonds. At the Northwest Corner Beekeeping Conference, most beekeepers expressed 
happiness with their bees this year and were looking forward to some down time.

It was great to spend time with our friends at the conference and also to meet new friends. 
�ere was lots of information presented by the speakers, and my mind is still trying to digest 
and assimilate most of it. I will chew on the information during the cold months and see how 
it �ts into our operation.  

�e Oregon State Beekeepers Association made four donations at our business meeting 
on Friday afternoon. We donated $10,000 to Dr. Ramesh Sagili for the research that he is 
doing at Oregon State University, and we donated $1,000 to Dr. Dewey Caron to use for his 
expenses. For several years, he has traveled all over the state to support Oregon beekeepers 
and will continue to do so. In addition, we gave $500 to the Agriculture in the Classroom 
program and $500 to the Summer Agricultural Institute. I personally thank all who donated 
items for the auction at the conference and also the bidders for their wonderful participation. 
Our Research Fund is supported by the banquet auction dollars. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank Marjie Ehry for her work as secretary for 2010. She has asked to be 
replaced for 2011, and Carolyn Breece has been elected as our new secretary.

Carolyn is also going to place information in �e Bee Line asking for your participation in the 
Master Beekeeper program, either as an applicant, tutor, or mentor [see front story and form 
inserted in this issue]. Please consider supporting the Master Beekeeper program however you 
can. �e committee has worked very hard to develop a program for education in Oregon and 
the Paci�c Northwest, and it will not be successful without you.

�Together for a Sweet Future� is the theme for the North American Beekeeping Federation 
Conference and Tradeshow to be held in Galveston, Texas, January 4�8. Please add that to 
your list of to do�s.

It is the time of the year to take care of those honey do�s and un�nished projects, buy new 
equipment, and look forward to next year�s beekeeping. Keep in touch and remember that 
OSBA is your organization. I look forward to your suggestions, questions, and ideas to keep 
moving forward. 
			      		       	   			     Jan

Tornado
  A THANK YOU

�e Oregon State University Honey Bee Lab would 
like to thank OSBA for the generous donation to OSU 
honey bee research received at the Northwest Corner 
Beekeeping Conference. We would also like to thank 
those who donated through purchasing auction items. 

�e funds will be used for current and future research 

and for the Honey Bee Health Survey. We hope that 
this year�s survey will move faster with additional 
personnel, and we hope it will be more informative this 
year (see: honeybeelab.oregonstate.edu).

We are lucky to work with such enthusiastic and 
supportive beekeepers throughout the state. �ank you 
so much!
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  Oregon State Beekeepers Association
  EXeCutive Board Meeting
 

Hood River, Oregon
October 28, 2010
 
President Jan Lohman called the OSBA board meeting 
to order at 5 PM.

Minutes 
�e minutes of the September board meeting were 
approved as printed in �e Bee Line.
 
Treasurer’s Report
Herb Brasington presented the treasurer�s report and 
drew attention to the general fund of $36,000; he 
suggested that we not carry as large amount in this 
account. Discussion followed. It was moved that the 
Money Market be kept at a minimum of $20,000 for 
emergencies, with expenditures to be decided by the 
board. �e motion was seconded and unanimously 
approved. �e treasurer�s report was approved also.
 
Regional Representative Reports
North Coast: Terry Fullan reported that area 
beekeepers were happy with their honey crop.

South Willamette Valley: Jason Rowan said that they 
had a terrible spring, but the bees are going into winter 
in good shape.
 
Regional Association Reports
Central Oregon: Dennis Gallagher said that members 
experienced a fair-to-good year with 15�20 people at 
meetings. �ey may have a bee school this spring. �ey 
had a report of a bear attack.

Klamath Basin: Tom Chester said they have an average 
of 35 people attending. O�cers have been elected, 
and the calendar has been set for the next year. �ey 
are �ling corporation papers and will be joining the 
California beekeepers because so many members 
straddle the Oregon/California border.

Lane County: Judy Scher reported that the big event 
was the honey taste-o�! �ey are having about 75 
attending meetings. She asked about bear attacks, and 
several additional beekeepers told of hive damage.

Tualatin Valley: Herb reported that they are working 
on a plan for the year and will be holding a bee school.

The Bee Line
Rosanna Mattingly reminded regional representatives 
to send in reports to �e Bee Line for each issue. Also 
she would like beekeepers to send questions for the 
Question of the Month column. It was suggested that 
local groups develop a list of questions to draw from.
 
Webmaster
Herb said the website stays about the same. He said the 
swarm list needed to be cleaned up and is limited to 
members only. �e main hits are on the Oregon Map, 
Bees in America, and Beekeeping 101.
 
OLD BUSINESS
2011 Conference
Paul Andersen reported that the conference will 
be November 17, 18, and 19, 2011, at the Seaside 
Convention Center. Dates for 2012 and 2013 have also 
been penciled in. Some speakers have been con�rmed 
with others being contacted. Paul gave many good 
ideas for additional speakers and interesting subjects.
Bob Arnold joined us from the Washington State 
Beekeepers meeting and said that they are agreeable 
with the dates given as long as they do not con�ict 
with the California convention. 

Mite Away Quick Strips and HopGuard
Jan reported that they are trying to get packaging on 
the Mite Away Quick Strips approved within six weeks. 
HopGuard registration is looking good at this point.
 
NEW BUSINESS
ODA Advisory Committee
Jan discussed developing an advisory committee 
that would work with the Oregon Department 
of Agriculture. Discussion followed and included 
mention of the ODA advisory group in the 1980s. �e 
executive board felt that this should be put on hold 
until a later date.
  
Research and Donations
Jan asked for ideas for donations to present at the 
general meeting. Cash donations were suggested 
for both Dr. Caron as a thank you and Dr. Sagili 
for research. It was moved that we donate $1,000 
to Dr. Caron, $10,000 to Dr. Sagili, and $500 each 
to Agriculture in the Classroom and the Summer 
Agricultural Institute. �e motion was seconded and 
approved unanimously.
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Endowment Funds
Kenny Williams reported that the Northwest 
Apiculture Fund for Honey Bee Research, Extension, 
and Education is at $63,852.34 and the OSU 
Foundation fund is at $38,684.23. Jan asked Kenny to 
write a letter asking beekeepers for donations. Jan will 
look into the standing of the Scullen Fund, which is 
given to a student studying honey bees.
 
2011 Directory
Still compiling information.
 
OSBA Policies
Suggestions for policies were made and include:

Keep the level of general funds at a minimum of 
$20,000 for emergencies.

Scholarships for conferences are not to include 
executive board members.

Make no refunds unless the check has cleared. 
Other policy suggestions will be gathered by e-mail and 
discussed at our next meeting.
 
Nominations
Chuck Sowers said that all o�cers and representatives 
have agreed to run again except Marjie Ehry, who has 
declined because of family con�icts with time and 
availability.
 
California Tax
Chuck brought up the 7 percent California tax on 
beekeepers pollinating crops in California. Comments 
included questions about California Form 588 and 
California Nonresident Form 589NR. Jan will try to 
get more information.

Meeting adjourned.

			   Respectfully submitted,
     Marjie Ehry

  Oregon State Beekeepers Association
   ANNUAL Meeting 
 

Hood River, Oregon
October 29, 2010

�e annual business meeting of the Oregon State 
Beekeepers Association was called to order by President
Jan Lohman at 5:05 PM at the Hood River Inn during 
the Northwest Corner Beekeeping Conference.

v

v

v

Minutes
�e minutes of the 2009 conference were read by 
Secretary Marjie Ehry. �ey were moved, seconded, 
and approved.
 
Treasurer’s Report
Herb Brasington gave a detailed report for the year and 
pointed out that OSBA will be writing Washington, 
the host state, a check for conference registration fees. 
A motion was made to approve the treasurer�s report. It 
was seconded and approved.
 
2011 Fall Conference
Paul Andersen said that dates for the 2011 fall 
conference are November 17, 18, and 19, at the 
Seaside Convention Center. Dates for the 2012 and 
2013 conferences have been penciled in also. Some 
speakers have been con�rmed already; others have been 
contacted. Paul said he is looking for ideas and asked 
that any suggestions please be e-mailed to him. 
 
Webmaster
Herb has cleaned out the swarm call list and is posting 
only members of OSBA. Advertising is $4.00 per 
ad. �e most hits are on the Oregon map, Bees in 
America, and Beekeeping 101.
 
The Bee Line
Jan asked that people send in questions for the 
Question of the Month column.
 
Regional Representatives 
South Willamette Valley: Jason Rowan noted that 
spring weather was terrible, but the bees are going into 
winter in good shape. Bear damage has been reported.
 
Regional Associations 
Central Oregon: Dennis Gallagher said that their 
group, in the Bend/Redmond area, had a bee school 
with 43 attending and that 15�25 attend meetings. 
�e honey production has been spotty. �ere was a 
bear attack reported in the Sun River area.
 

Klamath Basin: Tom Chester reported that they have 
formed a group, elected o�cers, and will be joining the 
California Beekeepers Association also because many of 
their members straddle the border between the states.

Lane County: Judy Scher said that they have 220�250 
members. �e group had a successful bee school and 
bee day at Lynn Royce�s. 



 The Bee Line	  											            													                                 November-December 2010 The Bee Line	  											            													                                 November-December 2010

�

Tillamook County: Terry Fullan reported that there 
are about 10 attending regular meetings the second 
Tuesday of the month.

Tualatin Valley: Herb Brasington said that they had a 
seminar in February with 35 attending and would like 
to do a series in the future. One member reported 456 
pounds of honey from one hive.

How Things Are Going!
Jan gave a rundown of committees and the progress 
of association work. Rosanna Mattingly worked 
hard on the Constitution and Bylaws. �e group 
formed committees: Harry Vanderpool is Agriculture 
Liaison, advisory to ODA; Marjie Ehry chairs the 
Fairs and Exhibits Committee; and Paul Andersen 
is Public Relations. In addition, ODA is working 
to get HopGuard approved. �e association did a 
membership drive at the Bill Ruhl Memorial Bee Day 
with membership standing at 265 currently. Oregon 
State University and OSBA are working on a Master 
Beekeeper program. Dr. Saligi is writing a grant to 
support this program. 
 
NEW BUSINESS
Constitution and Bylaws
�e proposed changes to the constitution and bylaws 
have been printed in �e Bee Line. Jan asked for 
discussion. It was moved and seconded that they be 
approved. �e motion was approved unanimously.
 
Donations
Jan called Dr. Caron to the �oor as a thank you for his 
never-ending e�ort for beekeepers and the association. 
He was presented with a check for a $1,000. Next, 
she called Dr. Sagili to the �oor and presented him 
with $10,000 for research and a thank you on the 
part of the association. Also, $500 each was donated 
to Agriculture in the Classroom and the Summer 
Agricultural Institute.
 
Emergency Fund
Herb suggested that we keep an emergency fund at 
minimum of $20,000 as a bu�er, with the rest available 
to be used for research. It was moved, seconded, and 
approved unanimously.
 
Master Beekeeper Program
Carolyn Breece said the Master Beekeeper program 
is to educate beekeepers and share knowledge. 

�e planning committee has been working with 
Washington and will be using the same structure as 
theirs with three levels. Ramesh is applying for a grant 
that would help develop a regional program with 
Washington and Idaho.
 
Membership Fee
Jan explained that the board suggested a raise in OSBA 
dues from $20 to $25 a year. Discussion followed. Jan 
explained that the purpose would be to cover general 
expenses, including �e Bee Line. �e raise in dues was 
moved, seconded, and approved. 
 
American Beekeeping Federation
George Hansen reported that OSBA, as a member of 
ABF, needs to appoint two delegates from Oregon to 
serve at the January convention. He suggested that this 
be handled by the OSBA board.
 
Nominations
Chuck Sowers presented the following nominations for 
regional representatives:

North Coast: Terry Fullan
South Coast: OPEN
Columbia Basin: Bill Edwards
Eastern Oregon: Jordan Dimock
Portland Metro: Bev Koch
Southern Oregon: Floyd Pawlowski
North Willamette Valley: Harry Vanderpool
South Willamette Valley: Jason Rowan

Nominations were closed and a motion was made that 
nominations be accepted as presented. �e motion was 
seconded and passed.
  
Chuck then presented nominations for o�cers, as 
follows:

President: Jan Lohman
Vice President: Paul Andersen
Secretary: Carolyn Breece
Treasurer: Herb Brasington

A motion that a unanimous ballot be cast was 
seconded and passed.
 
Meeting adjourned.
 
			   Respectfully submitted,
              Marjie Ehry
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  OSBA OFFICERS
President: Jan Lohman                          
77225 Colonel Jordan Rd, Hermiston OR 97838
541.567.3209; 541.980.0304 (cell)
vazzafarms@yahoo.com

Vice President: Paul Andersen
19255 SW Prospect St, Aloha OR 97007
503.649.5089; 503.332.5410 (cell)
paulande@easystreet.net

Secretary: Carolyn Breece
743 NW 18th St, Corvallis OR 97330
541.207.3668; 541.224.2859 (cell)
carolyn_breece@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Herb Brasington		
1881 NE Ashberry Dr, Hillsboro OR 97124
503.648.9118; treasurer@orsba.org

Past President: Chuck Sowers                        
26730 S Hwy 170, Canby OR 97013
503.266.1740; sowers@canby.com

   OSBA REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES
North Coast: Terry Fullan
39450 North Fork Rd, Nehalem 97131
503.368.7160; tfullan@nehalemtel.net

South Coast: Open 

Columbia Basin: Bill Edwards; 5040 Lost Lake Rd
Hood River 97031; 541.354.2223

Eastern Oregon: Jordan Dimock
2635 Mitchell Butte Rd, Nyssa 97913; 541.372.2726

Portland Metro: Bev Koch
20495 S Geiger Rd, Oregon City 97045
503.655.7447; johnbev@aracnet.com

Southern Oregon: Floyd Pawlowski
415 Pompadour Dr, Ashland; 541.482.4797 
fmpawlowski@ashlandwireless.net

North Willamette Valley: Harry Vanderpool
7128 Skyline Rd S, Salem; 503.399.3675
shallotman@yahoo.com

South Willamette Valley: Jason Rowan
80881 Turkey Run Rd, Creswell 97426
541.942.6479; beetanical@q.com

   OSBA REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
Central Oregon Beekeepers
Meets 6:30 PM, third Tuesday, Bend
63211 Service Rd, Suite 130
President: Dennis Gallagher; 541.389.4776
For information, please contact: John Connelly
johncobka@gmail.com

Coos County Beekeepers
Meets 6:30 PM, third Saturday (except December)
Ohlsen Baxter Bldg, 631 Alder St, Myrtle Point
President: Shigeo Oku; 541.396.4016
Vice President: John Gardner; 541.572.3847
Secretary: Bobbi Gardner; 541.572.3847
Treasurer: Jane Oku; 541.396.4016
jane_oku@hotmail.com

Klamath Basin Beekeepers
Meets 9:00 AM, last Saturday (except Nov/Dec), 
Klamath Falls; OSU Extension, 3328 Vandenberg Rd
President: Tom Chester; 541.850.8384 
klamathbeekeepers@gmail.com
Vice President: Jim Smith; 541.892.5888
Secretary: Donna Schmerbach; 541.891.3066
Treasurer: Ed Geise; 541.892.6016

Lane County Beekeepers
Meets 7:30 PM, third Tuesday, Eugene
Trinity United Methodist Church, 440 Maxwell Rd
President: Judy Scher; 541.344.2114
judy_scher@catdreams.com 
Vice President: Barbara Bajec; 541.767.9086
Secretary: Lane Hillendahl; 541.942.6838
Treasurer: Nancy Ograin; 541.935.7065
woodrt@pacinfo.com 
Website: www.lcbaor.org

Portland Metro Beekeepers
Meets 7:00 PM, second Thursday, Oregon City
Clackamas Comm College, Clairmont Hall, Room 118
President: Nancy McFarlane; 503.260.3930
nancymariemcfarlane@yahoo.com
Vice President: Paul Hardzinski; 503.631.3927 
breadstick@ccwebster.net
Secretary: Alvalea Fong; 503.742.0910
mamagoose@mac.com
Treasurer: Barbara Derkacht; 503.631.3063
bderkacht@yahoo.com
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  REGIONAL NEWS

Regional Representative
Portland Metro
I�m still getting a few calls from the
area with questions about bees and made a couple 
trips out to check on some �bee problems.� One was 
a concern about some bees living in an old car which 
turned out to be wasps and another was giving advice 
about a colony moving into an owl box up on a tree 
[photo above]. �e Portland Metro group is proposing 
to raise their annual membership dues and discussing 
changes in next year�s bee day format.     —Bev Koch
 
Regional Associations
Lane County Beekeepers
Our October meeting was the devoted to beeswax. Ken 
Ograin gave a talk on various ways of rendering comb 
into clean beeswax and described ways of constructing 
solar wax melters. �is was followed by a talk by Judy 
Scher and Katharine Hunt on candle making. 

In November, we will have our honey taste-o�. Any 
member may enter one jar for each type of honey 
collected during the 2010 season. Jars are divided 
by according to color and members form to choose 
their favorite honey from a group. One person from 
each group is selected to judge the �nal winners from 
the semi �nalists. �e top three jars are awarded gift 
certi�cates to GloryBee Foods. Of course, this type of 
contest is entirely subjective, but it�s fun! Participants 
are constantly amazed about the unique taste of each 
jar of honey.			             —Judy Scher

Klamath Basin Beekeepers
�e group ended its �rst year with a general 
membership meeting on October 23 and a potluck 
social on November 6. Dewey Caron was the main 
speaker at the October meeting and made the long 
journey from Portland by train. His topic was �Will 
My Bees Survive the Winter?��an apt topic in the 
Klamath Basin where winters are long and cold. 

Southern Oregon Beekeepers
Meets 7:30 PM, first Monday, Central Pt
So OR Res & Ext Ctr, 569 Hanley Rd
President: John Jacob; 541.582.BEES
john@oldsolenterprises.com
Vice President: Floyd Pawlowski
415 Pompadour Dr, Ashland; 541.482.4797
Secretary/Treasurer: Jonathon Boulton
jonnyboulton@hotmail.com
Website: www.southernoregonbeekeepers.org

Tillamook County Beekeepers
For meeting and other information, please contact:
President: Bob Allen; 503.322.3819

Tualatin Valley Beekeepers
Meets 7:30 PM, last Wednesday, Beaverton
OSU Ext, #1400, 18640 SW Walker Rd
President: Herb Brasington; 503.701.4180
herb@hwbsystems.com
Vice President: Kevin Beckman; 503.539.5996
kevin_beckman2@msn.com
Secretary: Jerry Maasdam; 503.648.7906
jmaasdam@mac.com 
Co-Treasurers: Brigette and Michael Hendrickson
503.625.3828; mdhendri@gmail.com

Willamette Valley Beekeepers
Meets 7:00 PM, fourth Monday, Salem
Chemeketa Comm College, Bldg 34, Rm A
President: Richard Farrier; 541.327.2673
Vice President: Harry Vanderpool; 503.399.3675
shallotman@yahoo.com
Secretary: Mike Rodia; 503.364.3275
drodia@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Patricia Swenson; pkswenson@gmail.com

  COMMITTEES
Agriculture Liason: Harry Vanderpool
Fairs and Exhibits: Marjie Ehry
NW Apiculture Fund for Honey Bee Research, 
Extension, and Education: Kenny Williams
Nominations: Chuck Sowers
Public Relations: Paul Andersen

  HONEY BEE RESEARCH
Dr. Dewey Caron
302.353.9914 (April–October)
carond@hort.oregonstate.edu

Dr. Lynn Royce
541.929.5337
mitebee@peak.org

Dr. Ramesh Sagili
541.737.5460
sagilir@hort.oregonstate.edu

Katharine Hunt engages 
Lane County beekeepers 
during a presentation on 
candle making at their 
October meeting.
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Following the presentation, the club elected its 
�rst o�cers. In addition, eighteen members have 
volunteered to help with committees. 

Ours is the �rst formal beekeeping association in 
memory in the Klamath Basin. �e group covers the 
entire Klamath Basin and beyond, drawing members 
from both sides of the Oregon-California border. In 
its �rst year, the group had an average attendance of 
more than 30 at its meetings, a signi�cant number 
for an area with a population of only about 60,000. 
We held a beginning beekeeping class that drew 
about 40 attendees and conducted two �eld days to 
give members the opportunity to work with seasoned 
beekeepers on actual hives. In addition, enough 
club members joined OSBA to allow us to become 
an o�cial regional group. �e club is in the process 
of �ling articles of incorporation and bylaws, and 
developing a website. Although we will not meet in 
November and December, we have set a beginning 
beekeeping class for early March. We welcome 
beekeepers from across Oregon. Klamath Falls is 
located only an hour from Crater Lake National Park 
and Lava Beds National Monument. Please stop by. 	
        		          		         �Tom Chester

Portland Metro Beekeepers
�e October meeting was led by Vice President Paul 
Hardzinski with a discussion of preparing for winter. 
�e �take home message� was that moisture hurts the 
bees, not the cold. �erefore, we should take steps 
to reduce the build-up of moisture over the winter.
Dr. Ramesh Sagili presented �Honeybee Health 
Baseline Study� information. His goal is to establish 
current baselines for bee pests and diseases, nutritional 
conditions, and pesticide/fungicide residues in the 
comb. So far, 85 percent of samples analyzed have 
had Varroa, 39 percent have had tracheal mites, and 
48 percent have had Nosema. Dr. Sagili believes that 
overall bee nutrition is a critical concern. Regarding 
the fall season beginning in September, he noted that 
�. . .nutrition, especially protein, is crucial when the 
colonies are rearing winter bees.� He also commented 
that the recent news about a �solution� to Colony 
Collapse Disorder had in�ated discoveries. As is true 
in any statistical analysis, �correlation is not causation.� 
Rather than the term Colony Collapse Disorder, he 
prefers colony losses as a description for recent loss 
problems. He noted that losses have been up, but the 
actual causes are still unproven and are possibly the 

result of a combination of factors a�ecting the immune 
system of the bee.

At the November meeting, we discussed more 
preparing for winter. As usual, there were a number of 
opinions. To reduce moisture, some beekeepers leave 
hives with open screened bottom boards all winter; 
some close them o�. A couple of beekeepers are using 
pollen patties almost year round. Our former club 
president Kerry Haskins reported that good nutrition 
was emphasized at the recent conference. Experienced 
beekeeper Jim Barleen stated that he takes his honey 
supers o� the hive by July 15, which gives the colony 
over two months to store plenty of honey and pollen 
for the winter. After discussion, the group voted to 
increase yearly dues to $24. Our December meeting 
will be our annual Christmas potluck.
				            —Paul Jarrett

  KEEPING BEES IN NOVEMBER-DECEMBER

Todd Balsiger 

I have come to the decision that this will be my last 
entry for the beekeeping tips. It is time for someone 
else to take over the reins. I do not know who should 
replace me. 

�e tips: Excessive hive moisture and adequate food 
reserves are the main concerns at this time of year. 
  

As has been said before, cold doesn�t kill bees, 
but the combination of wetness and cold does. (�e 
relative humidity is already high in western Oregon; 
remember how miserable the Corps of Discovery was 
at Fort Clatsop?) Because of our moisture problems, 
lids need to be water tight with adequate upper 
ventilation provided to prevent condensation from 
metabolism. Ventilation can be attained by putting 
a nail, twig, tack, or such between the lid and upper 
brood box. Many beekeepers have lids that have these 
openings built into them. I also believe that inner 
covers help. Many times I have opened a hive and seen 
standing water on the inner cover, which means it did 
not rain down on the bees.

Regarding winter stores, check hives occasionally 
for weight. You probably already know which hives 
to check because they were comparatively light going 
into winter. �ere is a well-illustrated article in the 
November 2010 issue of Bee Culture on how to make 

v

v
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candy boards to use for emergency feeding in this 
very situation. Fondant or frames of honey can also be 
fed. Take care to work around the cluster rather than 
through it.

Some beekeepers use oxalic acid for Varroa control 
at this time of year when the hives are broodless. �is 
is not an approved treatment in the United States; it 
is used regularly in Canada and Europe with good 
success. I personally have never used it, but am told 
by an anonymous beekeeper that it can be hard on the 
bees and that the hives need to be broodless when it 
is used. Always be careful when using a new miticide 
for the �rst time. (I learned this the hard way with 
Apiguard.) Consider experimenting on a few hives �rst, 
or get the help of a more-experienced beekeeper who 
has used the particular miticide before.

Another possible treatment for Varroa is HopGuard, 
a new treatment that I learned about during the fall 
conference in Hood River. �e states of Oregon, 
Washington, and Idaho have applied for an emergency 
registration for it, and we could begin to receive it 
by January. It is a derived from the hop plant, will be 
easy to use (four cardboard strips, two per brood box), 
and drops the mites well. It is a contact miticide, so 
it will not get the mites in the brood. (�is is all the 
better reason to treat early when the hives are mostly 
broodless�my opinion only).

For colonies that perish, �nd out why: starvation, 
disease, queenlessness? Always check for scale in the 
brood frames for the presence of AFB. You may want 
to cull some of the frames because of their age and 
condition. Otherwise, return equipment to storage. 

Occasionally check your apiary to make sure 
nothing is amiss�that hives are upright with lids on.

Give honey and/or candles to family, friends, 
farmers, growers, and others for the holidays.  

Note: Much gratitude to Todd for all he has contributed over 
these past few years. Although he says he does not know 
who will replace him, as is true of all who have taken this on 
in the past, there’s no replacing—just moving on.... Thank 
you, Todd. Very best of wishes to you and for your good 
health. I—and others—will miss you here.

v

v

v

v

v

?
?? QUESTION OF THE MONTH  

Question

It looks like our hive is being attacked for the second day 
from another hive somewhere. �ere is so much activity 

and bee arguing. After some Internet research, we are 
thinking it is another hive robbing ours. As a number of 
websites said, we closed up all the entrances and put in 
our opening reducer so our bees have a smaller area to 
defend. Is there anything else you can think of that we 
should do to stop the attack? Does anyone know more 
about attacks? Like how long will it last? Will they kill 
our bees? Is our queen safe? Will our bees have any honey 
left for us or for themselves? We thought about removing 
our super and middle brood box (only has honey in it 
since we have an excluder on) for a couple of days. �at 
way our bees would not have piles of honey to defend and 
maybe the other bees might realize there was no honey 
and stop attacking. �en we could put the boxes back on 
in a couple days. Any thoughts?

Responses

Ramesh Sagili: Robbing can last for couple of days to a 
week until all the honey stores available in that defending 
hive are exhausted. When the colonies are defending their 
hives from robbers, there will be lot of �ghting going 
on which might result in bee mortality. �e queen is 
usually safe during robbing. If the defending colony loses 
a majority of the bee population as a result of �ghting, 
then there will not be many bees remaining to attend the 
queen; also, there will be no resources in the hive for the 
queen and other bees to survive. Usually, if the robbing 
is intense, the attacked colony will be left with no honey 
stores. Reducing the entrance is the best-known method 
to stop robbing, but this might not work at all times. It 
really depends on the strength (guard bee population) 
of the hive that is being robbed. It is always good to be 
cautious during times of dearth to not manipulate the 
hives too much as that might incite robbing. Usually 
smaller or weak hives are at risk of being robbed when 
compared to larger or strong hives.

Dewey Caron: Robbing is poorly understood. Why one 
colony might be attached and others not is a mystery.  
Reducing the entrance is the best option to stall an attack 
if detected and implemented early enough. If possible, 
running a lawn sprinkler before the reduced hive entrance 
will slow the attackers. In severe cases, closing the colony 
entirely by draping the colony under attack or stu�ng 
grass or loosely �tting material the bees can later remove 
into the entrance will work if it is not too hot�but the 
colony might die as a result of heat exposure from their 
excited defense movements. What will NOT work is 
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  OSBA ENCOURAGES DONATIONS

Kenny Williams

With the year coming to a close, I would like to 
encourage all those interested to consider making 
a donation to the Northwest Apiculture Fund for 
Honey Bee Research, Extension, and Education. �is 
Endowment, set up by OSBA at the OSU Foundation 
in 2007, currently contains approximately $60,000, 
with about $2,000 available to spend on research. �e 
Endowment agreement is worded in a way that allows 
for using interest generated by the Fund for research 
until such time as the principal attains a sum large 
enough to allow the hiring of a full-time professor.

Elsewhere in this issue of �e Bee Line [see below], 
members will �nd instructions on the correct 
procedure for donating so that your donation
is properly applied to the fund created by OSBA. In 
particular, it bears emphasizing once again that the 
memo line of your check to the OSU Foundation 
needs to say ��e Northwest Apiculture Fund for 
Honey Bee Research, Extension, and Education.�

  GOOD NEWS FOR BEES

University of Minnesota entomologist Marla Spivak 
has been named one of twenty-three recipients of this 
year�s �genius grants� from the John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Foundation.

FOR DONATIONS TO THE NORTHWEST APICULTURE 
FUND FOR HONEY BEE RESEARCH, EXTENSION, 

AND EDUCATION

•	 Make your check out to: OSU FOUNDATION
•	 On the memo line, take care to write: 
THE NORTHWEST APICULTURE FUND FOR HONEY 
BEE RESEARCH, EXTENSION, AND EDUCATION
•	 Mail your donation to the: Oregon State University 

Foundation at 850 SW 35th St, Corvallis OR 97333-4015
If you have any questions regarding details of the fund or how 
to donate, please contact Kenny Williams, Chair of the OSBA’s 
Endowment Fund, at 541.456.2631.
IMPORTANT: Making your check out only as described above 
ensures that your donation is correctly applied to the appropriate 
Endowment and not to any other program. 

Honey and
Crop Pollination

George and Susan Hansen
30576 Oswalt Rd

Colton, Oregon 97017

(503) 824–2265
www.foothillshoney.com

opening the colony as that will simply o�er the attackers 
more incentive to continue their assault.   

Most frequently, robbing results from beekeeper 
manipulation of a colony. When I had to open colonies 
to collect data when robbing was likely, I used a 6-foot-
high portable screen hive enclosure large enough for me 
and the colonies being examined. Exiting bees easily learn 
to �y over the barrier while robbers fail to alter their �ight 
and stay outside; I made sure entrances were severely 
reduced when I removed the screen. 

A robbing screen uses the same principle. Colony 
entrances can be �tted with a homemade screen about 
4-inches high held about one-inch from the entrance 
so bees exiting the hive �y/crawl up and then out while 
robbers outside vainly seek to enter the hive entrance 
from the side.

Note: During the recent board meeting in Hood River, the 
issue of “questions” came up. Beekeepers often attend 
meetings with questions; sometimes they are answered and 
sometimes not. At the same time, we are wanting questions 
for this column. Jason Rowan suggested that groups might 
pass around a paper at meetings to collect questions. If 
willing, the groups can then send the papers to me. I will 
happily sort and remove any duplications!  

A robbing screen placed 
about an inch from the 
entrance of a hive.


