
P.O. Box 13245 

Salem, Oregon 97301 

Willamette Valley Beekeepers Association  

Official Dues Form for 2008 
Membership in the Willamette Valley Beekeepers Association is open to anyone who has an interest in honey-

bees and beekeeping. You do not need to own bees or reside in Oregon to join. W.V.B.A. annual membership 

is $20.00* per person and includes a vote in W.V.B.A. elections, eleven issues of the Willamette Valley Bee-

keepers Association Newsletter, and discounts on other publications. Membership in the Willamette Valley 

Beekeepers Association and Bee School tuition, including all materials, is $25.00* per person. 

Name: 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Telephone: (        )                                          E-Mail: 

Send a check payable to W.V.B.A. to  

Treasurer, Willamette Valley Beekeepers Association 

P.O. Box 13245, Salem, Oregon 97301 

Or better yet, deliver your dues to the treasurer at the next monthly meeting. 

 

W.V.B.A. 

Newsletter 

April 2008 

Willamette Valley 

Beekeeper 

May: Crops in bloom producing 
nectar and/or pollen: Maple, clover, 

fruit trees, meadowfoam. 

Å Donôt let colony stores get below 

15 lbs. or three full frames of honey. 
Continue feeding as in April if foun-

dation is being drawn or colonies are 

small. 
Å Examine colonies every ten days. 

Lift off the supers, tilt up the second 

story and look for queen cells along 
the bottom of the brood comb. IF 

you find only eggs and larvae in the 

queen cells and the hive is crowded 

with bees, remove all cells --- top 
and bottom. Put the hive body con-

taining mostly worker eggs or larvae 

on the bottom board, and the other 
containing mostly sealed brood on 

top. Add supers to provide 10-18 

empty full depth combs, or their 
equivalent. IF you find sealed or 

ripe queen cells, or possibly hatched 

ones, divide the colony. NOTE: 

queen mating is always dependent 
on decent mating weather and the 

supply of drones this time of year. 

IF you find eggs and no attempt to 
rear queens, and the hive is full of 

bees, examine the supers and add 

more to provide 10 to 18 empty 

combs or their equivalent. 
Å If the bees seem reluctant to work 

in the supers through a queen ex-

cluder, reverse the two hive bodies. 
This causes them to rearrange their 

stores and they will have to move 

through the excluder. Some colonies 
need training to go through the ex-

cluder. 

Å Continue to be on the lookout for 

American and European Foulbrood. 
Å Remove and extract the supers 

containing well ripened honey. 

Secretaryôs Corner            Mike Rodia 

I.  GENERAL MINUTES ï March 24, 2008  

1)  Richard opened the meeting at 7:03PM.  He reminded members that 

AgFest is April 26-27 and then passed around a sign-up sheet for those 

interested in staffing our booth.  As of this writing (April 9) there were 

time slots still open, particularly for the 26th.  If you get this newsletter by 

the 25th give Richard a call if interested.   

2) Overwintering hives and newly installed packages can be given 1:1 

sugar water.  This will help to stimulate queen laying in the overwintering 

hives and provide the carbohydrates needed by new hives to draw out 

foundation.  Fumagillin (one teaspoon per gallon) should be added to the 

feed to lessen/stop Nosema, a stress-related dysentery.  Feed in the form 

of fondant may also be used.  Fondant, a semisolid sugar patty, can be 

cast into a shallow frame (one inch high), stored and used as needed.  It is 

convenient and greatly lessens the amount of moisture compared to sugar water that is released into the hive as 

it is consumed. 

3) Although pollen is generally readily available in early spring in this area, providing pollen patties can help 

stimulate the growth of overwintered hives and provide installed packages with pollen to feed new brood.     

4) The spores of foulbrood are pretty much everywhere.  In some areas, resistance has developed to Terramy-

cin*, the standard prophylactic treatment for many years.  A new treatment, Tylosin*, is now available but 

because it is so much more persistent the recommendation is to treat only when there is evidence of foulbrood 

and only when there will be no honey production for several weeks. 

5) Our new Treasurer is Gordon Kroemer, previously our newsletter Editor.  He reported that our treasury is 

sound and that the CD has been renewed.  Rodia has the key to the PO Box and will regularly check it and send 

dues and other monetary items onto Gordon.  Although a bit of an incontinence, it is better to retain the same 

mailing address for the association.  Gordon will work out transfers of the associationôs accounts from Susan to 

himself. 

6) A special recognition to Susan for her many years of service as Secretary, President and now outgoing 

Treasurer.  Many thanks and when and if you move, Susan, donôt forget to come see us at least once a month 

(the fourth Monday). 

7) For clarification - nine frames should be used in ten frame hives only after the foundation has been fully 

drawn out.  To do otherwise will violate the bee space creating too large a spacing and thereby resulting in the 

bees adding burr, brace and/or an additional layer of comb between and across frames.  Eight frames are used 

in the narrow eight frame hive boxes and never in ten frame hives unless a two-frame space is occupied by a 

feeder or blocked off. 

8) Bees can and will crawl up your leg so be sure to either Velcro*, tie or tape pants at the ankles.  You can also 

wear rubber boots with pant legs tucked in or, as Angstrom does, wear regular work boots but with socks pulled 

up over your pant legs.  Comment - after a few times of pulling your socks over your pant legs they will likely 

lose all elasticity and fall down around your ankles.  However, Andyôs wife buys the socks so he doesnôt worry 

about it. 

9) Although some people develop a true allergic response to bee stings, most of us may show a wide range of 

reactions that are not life threatening.  This can include little or no pain, itching or swelling to as much as se-

vere swelling, itching and even blistering.  Interestingly, as reported by Vice-resident Harry and others, the 

more one is stung the lesser the reaction until, in some cases, there is little or no reaction.  It is even said that as 

the year begins reactions are a bit more severe than toward the end of the year after several stinging incidents.  



In my case this holds true only if I donôt get a lot of stings all at once.  Appar-

ently, a sting here and there produces a certain level of ñimmunityò but a lot of 

stings, all at once, overwhelms my immune response and gives rise to a severe 

reaction (i.e. swelling of the face so I can barely see). 

10) Hives should be located, if possible, with due respect to ease of access, 

prevailing winds, shading, micro climates, neighbors, pets and predators.  The 

ideal location is where  

the entrance of the hive faces Southeast 

the hive is not shaded until late afternoon 

the prevailing winds are mild or blocked by a tree or hedge line 

the hive is on level ground or on a rise and not in a hollow where cold air 

can be trapped 

water is readily available 

pets and children are not likely to be bothering the hives 

the neighbors either cannot see the hives and/or are fully aware they are 

there and are in full acceptance of their presence 

the hive is easily accessible for adding/removing supers and general hive 

maintenance that does not require you to travel long distances or to 

carry equipment by hand or wheelbarrow several hundred feet 

predators, including humans (teenagers, ATV and cycle riders), are not a 

threat. 

II.  TOPIC OF THE MONTH - SPLITS AND SWARM 

CONTROL 

Richard, Harry and Andy Angstrom along with a handout from Rodia covered 

the basis for and how we might minimize swarming.  Swarming is the normal 

process by which bees increase their colonies.  Before modern-day beekeeping, 

swarming was promoted or at least thought as beneficial.  We now try to reduce 

or stop swarming in order to increase honey production, use excess populations 

to make splits and to control which queen resides in the hive. 

Although queen failure and other conditions may lead to swarming, it is felt that 

hive congestion is one of the primary causes.  To minimize this factor, beekeep-

ers need to ensure the hive has plenty of open brood space and as necessary 

reverse brood boxes and/or remove bees by making nucs or splits.  Although 

ñshook swarmingò and other methods, including restricting the queen and re-

moval of swarm cells, can lessen swarming tendencies, it may still occur.  It 

seems better to make splits or nucs and, if appropriate, to later recombine them 

with the main hive to increase honey production. 

To make a split, isolate the queen or make sure she is not on the transfer frames.  

Take two or three frames of capped brood or larvae (no eggs) with bees, two or 

three frames of pollen and honey and four to six of foundation (drawn or new) 

and put in a hive box.  Wait a day and add a caged queen.  After a week or so (if 

the queen has been released) remove the cage.  Another way to make a split is to 

move the frames to a new box above an excluder and after a day or so add a new 

queen.  This second method takes advantage of the bees ability to move up and 

down between boxes to care for brood and the new queen can be accepted and 

begin laying before the two brood boxes are separated. 

For a nuc, generally three frames of brood, one comb of honey/pollen and an-

other of comb are added to the nuc box.  The queen can be added in a day or so, 

or if vanilla extract flavored sugar water (to mask the old queenôs odor) is 

sprayed on the bees and comb, the new queen may be added immediately 

(according to Andy).  

III. BEE FACT 

Stronger colonies make more honey than do weaker colonies and two weaker 

colonies (even though the combined number of bees may equal those of a strong 

colony) do not make as much honey as does one strong colony.  This is because 

the stronger colony has a larger percentage of adult bees available for honey 

collection. 

IV.  NEWSLETTER COMMENTS 

Now Jim Strawn is our Editor and there were some changes/additions in last 

monthôs newsletter.  How many of you noticed the addition of the calenders, the 

ñgot-chaò comments below Jimôs address and above the listing of officers?  His 

first newsletter was well-done and timely and we appreciate that.  And of course, 

thanks to Gordon for his many years as editor! 

It might be fun for Jim or me to ñhideò tid-bits here and there and see how many 

of you catch them; or for that matter read the newsletter.  For example, how 

many of you, including Harry, noticed that I occasionally refer to him as the 

Vice-resident?  That is/was intentional, just to see if you are paying attention.  

Oh and by the way, ñmemorable Susanò is not the same as ñmemorial Susan.ò  

See last monthôs newsletter. 

V.  BEE DAY - APRIL 5, 2008 

The weather the day before our Bee Day (first in many years) did not seem 

promising.  It was cold and wet and Harry reported his bees were hunkering 

down and he would not be able to provide a package for installing.  There was 

talk of canceling or postponing but without a sign-up list, how would the 30-35 

members who raised their hands at the March meeting, be notified?  After some 

nail chewing, Rodia said he would bring his one hive that needed some work and 

also make up a package containing a queen cage (with a dead queen and atten-

dants), feeder can and kitty kibbles (to simulate bees).  Harry, despite his con-

cerns the bees would be too inactive, said he would bring at least three hives for 

examination.  Richard and Ken said they would come to help with smoker light-

ing and whatever, and Susan offered to provide refreshments, canopies and 

restroom facilities (port-a-potty.) 

The morning of April 5 was grey and overcast but without rain.  Two canopies 

were set up after some frustration using three different sets of instructions, only 

one of which applied to the two canopies.  Harryôs and my hives were placed 

and about 9:00a.m., after some introductions, the attendees (about 30) crowded 

near as the demonstrations began.  First the ñto-be-given-awayò hive box with 

frames, bottom and top boards was used for the installation of the package of 

kitty kibbles.  The insertion of the queen cage and dumping of kitty kibbles went 

with nary a sting.  Of course, the simulated spraying of sugar water kept the 

kibbles docile.  Many questions were asked and answered and the group was 

shown that instead of dumping bees, the package box could be lain on top or in 

front of the new hive.  The bees, in a few hours (much longer for the kitty kib-

bles), would enter the hive and frames to be near the queen. 

Harry opened his hives and, one by one, instructed and demonstrated how to find 

and isolate the queen; examine for brood, pollen and honey stores; look for 

swarm cells; remove burr comb; reverse boxes; and equalize and make a split.  

Drone pupae were removed and examined for Varroa mites.  A few were found, 

but not many.  He also showed how to start, feed and maintain a lit smoker.  

There was talk of feeders and the feeding and medications for newly installed 

packages. 

Between demonstrations there were short breaks when we could go to Suzieôs 

loft and have coffee, hot cider, marionberry lemonade, cookies, cake bars, bread 

and cheese(s).  Thank you, Suzie. 

When Rodiaôs hive was opened, Harry carefully examined it and pointed out the 

numerous queen swarm cells, excess drone comb and a few mites.  After rotating 

boxes, removing burr comb and the Varroa mite strips added in mid-February, 

he advised the hive was in pretty good shape and would be acceptable for use in 

almond pollination (now of course past).   

The drawing for the hive box and accessories (donated by Rhul Beeôs John 

Edwards) and package of bees (donated by Kenny Williams of Wild Harvest 

Honey) was held.  Terry Jackson, a newbee, won and took the hive box which 

will be combined with the package from Wild Harvest Honey when it becomes 

available.  

Although of concern earlier, the weather held; the rain did not start until after 

noon and air temperatures were mild.  The bees were active but did little flying.  

There was little or no concern about being stung and the bees stayed close.  All-

in-all it was about perfect - not cold and wet and not so warm that bees would 

have been everywhere, and besides we all learned a lot. 

VI. BEE PACKAGES - (April 13th-27th)? 

Patricia Swenson (503-864-3096) will be picking up the packages and contact-

ing you probably sometime between April 13th and 27th.  I (Rodia) will likely 

not be available during this time so the list with the names of those who signed 

up and paid for their packages was given to her along with your payments.  The 

payments will be given to Wild Harvest Honey when the bees are picked up in 

Independence.  Those who wish to meet her in Independence rather than drive to 

Salem to pick up their bees need to contact her.  Hopefully all the above will be 

academic as you will have your bees before you receive this newsletter. 

For your information, Ruhl Bee will have packages starting April 21, George 

Hansen of Foothills Honey has nucs available now.  Queens will also be avail-

able locally, to some extent, from Andy Angstrom (503-873-8601), Richard 

Farrier (541-327-2673), Harry Vanderpool (503-399-9006) and Lyne Royce 

(541-929-5337).  In addition Andy will also have nucs.   

VII. SWARM LIST 

We now have 24 names on the swarm list (the most ever). With the cost of bees, thatôs not too surprising except that fuel costs are so high some might think twice 

about traveling many miles to get what may or may not be a good swarm. Of course, Ken wouldnôt care about that, as long as they were easy to get. 

Since it was evident at the Bee Day that my hive was preparing to swarm, it may not be many days before you receive a call about picking up a swarm. So be pre-

pared, i.e. have a box and frames ready.  Think about whether you will requeen or not and whether you want some help.  

VIII. OBSERVATIONS FROM THE BEE YARD 

My single hive (the only remaining of the three that went into winter) is doing well.  I had decided a week or two ago to split it but without a new queen and other 

commitments I thought Iôd wait until roughly April 22.  That may well be too late.  With swarm cell construction under way (as evident at Bee Day), even if the cells 

are removed, swarming may occur before then.  I hope not.  They may swarm but it is not always easy to determine this at first, but it becomes evident when activity 

in the hive is substantially less, particularly nectar gathering and honey making.  I just may shook-swarm them, remove queen cells and hope for the best.  Problem is 

this may result in death of the queen which I may not detect soon enough to replace her and save the hive, particularly if workers start laying.  Iôll let you know next 

month what happens. 

FAMOUS WORDS 

I thought beekeeping was a relaxing hobby and I thought I could just have a hive in the backyard and get lots of honey.  

SEEN ON A BEEHIVE 

Cells for rent, no larvae. 

Looking Forward 

¶ April 26-27 - Ag Fest 

¶ April 28 - Next WVBA Meeting 

¶ April 28 - Organic Beekeeping & Profitibility of Backyard Beekeeping 

From the Editor 

This Newsletter is a publication of the Willamette Val-

ley Beekeepers Association.  All members and inter-

ested parties are free to submit news, tidbits, recipes, 

artwork, ads, etc. 

You can email me at jim.strawn@gmail.com or you 

can mail your correspondence to 

Jim Strawn 

4989 Airport Rd 

Sweet Home, OR 97386 

Fine Print: Void where prohibited. Your mileage may vary. Past performance is not an indicator of 

future results. See store for details. 

WVBA Officers (elected and otherwise) 

 

President Rich Farrier 541-327-2673 

Vice-President Harry Vanderpool 503-399-3675 

Treasurer Gordon Kroemer 503-538-2307 

Secretary Mike Rodia 503-364-3275 

Bee School Harry Vanderpool 503-399-3675 

Librarian Susan Rauchfuss 503-391-5600 

Equipment Ken Kite 503-769-2941 

Newsletter Jim Strawn 541-409-4121 

Hospitality Various  

Harry Vanderpool equalizes hives in his bee yard during one of our very few nice days this Spring.  These hives, newly back from 

the Almonds, were very healthy, many of them boiling over with bees and ready to be split. 


