
P.O. Box 13245 

Salem, Oregon 97301 

Willamette Valley Beekeepers Association  

Official Dues Form for 2008 
Membership in the Willamette Valley Beekeepers Association is open to anyone who has an interest in honey-

bees and beekeeping. You do not need to own bees or reside in Oregon to join. W.V.B.A. annual membership 

is $20.00* per person and includes a vote in W.V.B.A. elections, eleven issues of the Willamette Valley Bee-

keepers Association Newsletter, and discounts on other publications. Membership in the Willamette Valley 

Beekeepers Association and Bee School tuition, including all materials, is $25.00* per person. 

Name: 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Telephone: (        )                                          E-Mail: 

Send a check payable to W.V.B.A. to  

Treasurer, Willamette Valley Beekeepers Association 

P.O. Box 13245, Salem, Oregon 97301 

Or better yet, deliver your dues to the treasurer at the next monthly meeting. 

 

W.V.B.A. 

Newsletter 

April 2008 

Willamette Valley 

Beekeeper 

June - Crops in bloom: berries, 

vetch, spearmint, radish, mustard, 
meadowfoam, clover. Others: honey 

locust, poison oak, pyracantha. 

• Provide water continuously. 
• Examine colonies every ten days 

and treat as in May, except: toward 

month’s end, reduce the number of 

empty frames in each super to about 
ten. Lift off the supers, tilt up the 

second story and look for queen cells 

along the bottom of the brood comb.  
IF you find only eggs and larvae in 

the queen cells and the hive is 

crowded with bees, remove all queen 
cells --- top and bottom. Put the hive 

body containing mostly worker eggs 

or larvae on the bottom board, and 

the other containing mostly sealed 
brood on top. Add supers to provide 

10-18 empty full-depth combs, or 

their equivalent.  
IF you find sealed or ripe queen 

cells, or possibly hatched ones, di-

vide the colony. NOTE: Queen mat-

ing is always dependent on decent 
mating weather and the supply of 

drones.  

IF you find eggs and no attempt to 
rear queens, and the hive is full of 

bees, examine the supers and add 

more to provide 10 to 18 empty 
combs or their equivalent.  

• Continue to be on the lookout for 

American Foulbrood. 

• Start moving sealed frames of 
honey to top supers, or collect to 

extract. 

Secretary’s Corner            Mike Rodia 

I.  GENERAL MINUTES – April 28, 2008  

1) Richard opened the meeting with a report that AgFest (April 26-27) 

was well attended, with lots of interest in the plight of honeybees. Several 

members who helped staff our booth said we need flyers about the 

WVBA and getting started in beekeeping. We do have a flyer for the 

WVBA but overlooked getting copies to pass out. The other flyer that can 

be given to those who might be interested in beekeeping has been under 

revision and became available too late for duplication and distribution. 

Rodia passed out a dozen or so copies of "Bees and Beekeeping - A brief 

Guide to the Joys and Rewards of Beekeeping" written by Ron Bennett. 

He would appreciate comments and suggestions for necessary changes 

before it is sent to the printers.  

2) BEE DAY was deemed a success and we will likely do it again next 

year if there is enough interest.  

3) Richard and Gordon both reported that they had already received two calls each about swarms and expect 

more as the weather warms. However, because of cooler than "normal" temperatures the swarm "season" is a 

bit later this year. 

II. BEE PACKAGES - LOSS/REPLACEMENTS 

As a service to our new members (and a few old codger ones) the WVBA acted as the broker to assist with the 

purchase and delivery for pick-up of package bees from Wild Harvest Honey, LLC. Unfortunately the weather 

turned very cold immediately after receipt of the packages. Although about half of the 18 packages were suc-

cessfully installed, at least seven packages died, probably a result of the inability to maintain cluster warmth. 

The die-outs occurred with new beekeepers and at least one long-time member.  

The weather was so unusual (no one had previously encouraged this extreme cold in Mid-April) that there was 

no notice or warning about possible die-outs. Although the WVBA is not responsible for the packages 

(normally the buyer would contact the supplier) several members felt they should help those who suffered the 

losses. Andy Angstrom (503-873-8601) said he would replace the bees lost, while Mike Rodia would pay for 

replacement queens. Those wanting replacement packages are advised to contact Andy who will install the 

replacement bees and queens in your equipment at his apiary in Silverton. 

As a group promoting beekeeping it is entirely appropriate that we provide assistance in this case since most of 

the losses were to newbees who need all the encouragement they can be given. They will learn soon enough 

that beekeeping comes with costs and losses that the beekeeper can not always predict or control. 

III. BEE FACT 

It would take one ounce of honey to fuel a bee’s flight around the world.  

IV. TOPIC OF THE MONTH - ORGANIC BEEKEEPING and PROFITABILITY 

of BACKYARD BEEKEEPING 

- Tom Trusewicz, OSBA Webmaster  

This was the second time that Tom has spoken to the WVBA about the way he keeps and does not keep bees. 

Tom begins with a listing of all the things and expenses a beekeeper must/should do to maintain their bees. 



These include measures to prevent/minimize diseases, poisons and contamina-

tion of honey. For example: 

1. Boardman feeders if used at entrances, will allow non-hive bees and other 

insects access. Use internal feeders or put the Boardman feeder on top of the 

hive and enclose with a box and lid. 

2. Replace comb at least every 4 years to avoid build-up of pesticide residues. 

3. Use Terramycin* or Tylosin* with care. Tylosin* has a four-month half-

life. Or better yet, burn the hive if foulbrood is detected. 

4. If Fumidil* is used, honey in the brood box that might contain the pesticide 

could be transferred by the bees into supers. 

5. If bears are a problem use an electric fence. For mice use an entrance re-

ducer. Elevate the hive to keep skunks away and to help warm the hive. 

6. For Nosema, acetic acid as a fumigant can be used but it can be a safety 

hazard. 

7. Tracheal mites can be controlled with blue shop towels soaked with Canola 

Oil and Varrora mites with powdered sugar. 

After considering everything that must be done to keep his bees alive; especially 

the need for overwintering feeds, medications and periodic re-queening; Tom 

has decided it takes less effort and is more cost effective to kill the bees at the 

end of each year and start over with nucs in the Spring. His economic compari-

son is: 

Particularly for new beekeepers, the thought of killing their bees is difficult to 

contemplate. It should be noted, however, that some large commercial beekeep-

ers in colder climates do this as a normal business practice.  

Question is - will Tom give you his bees instead of killing them? I don’t know 

but I do know this is done in colder climate areas. You can always ask him. 

V. SWARMS and SWARM LIST  

I’ve received five calls so far (by May 12) for swarms. The one in Corvallis was 

picked-up by someone else by the time John Sekevac got there. This reminds me 

that I must make sure the caller has not called anyone else who might come after 

the swarm. It is too costly in gasoline and time to go on a wild goose chase.  

No one was available to pick-up two swarms in Keizer. The next morning the 

large one was gone and the small one (baseball size) I collected and added to the 

huge swarm I retrieved the night before at Lowes. Again, no one was available 

or at least they did not respond to my telephone calls. 

Although there is about 25 names on the swarm interest list, only 3 or 4 have 

indicated an interest in Salem or Keizer. Consequently there are few to call and/

or the swarms may move on before someone responds or becomes available. So 

let me know if you’re interested in Salem/Keizer.  

VI. OBSERVATIONS FROM THE BEE YARD 

Luck or simply clean living has been with me. My chuck full hive did not swarm 

while I was gone. After removing more swarm cells, three frames of mainly 

capped brood were transferred (after shaking off all the bees) into a box above a 

queen excluder set on top of the hive. Additional frames of honey and a couple 

of empty drawn frames were added. Overnight nurse bees moved up into the box 

with the brood. The box was transferred to a bottom board, a caged queen added 

and a lid placed on top. After a week the empty cage was removed and the new 

hive is now doing well. 

The advantage of doing a split in this way is that it is not necessary to find the 

queen in the hive that is to be split. By shaking all of the bees from the brood 

frames and using a queen excluder the queen will remain in the original hive. 

Moreover, since only nurse bees are transferred, that have not been oriented to 

the old hive, the new hive can be placed (if desired) next to the original (as I 

did.) 

NOW THAT SPRING IS FINALLY HERE OUR BEES BEGIN ANEW THE 

PROMISE OF LIFE 

Apologies to all! 

As most of you should know by now, our May meeting was a week early be-

cause of Memorial day.  Hopefully you’ve all either spoken with me or my wife, 

or you’ve gotten the voicemails we left for you.  To the very few whose lines 

were busy, not answered, or disconnected and no longer in service, I’m sorry we 

could not contact you.  However, I have a good excuse... 

You’re never going to believe this, but while I was preparing the newsletter to 

go out on time last week, some men in suits showed up and informed me that my 

land was being confiscated, my house condemned, and that my wife and chil-

dren would be held ransom until sufficient time had passed to ensure the delay 

of the WVBA newsletter.  After I’d successfully fought off their ten thugs with a 

spoon and toothpick, I noticed a mound growing in the yard, which I first 

thought was a huge mole, but then discovered was a fast-growing volcano.  I had 

to get my family out before the already-visible lava began to fly, and I couldn’t 

very well bring the computer with me, so I grabbed a printed copy of what I’d 

done so far and ran out the door.  Unfortunately, my hungry mutt wolfed it down 

on our way out.  I guess he thought he needed something for the trip.  So I’m 

writing this over from scratch... 

Hard to believe, I know, but I have witnesses!  When the Mothership comes 

back to Earth next week you can confirm it with them. 

So, since this newsletter is a week late for the May 19th meeting, you’ve proba-

bly already guessed that Mike’s column is not in reference to it but to the April 

meeting on the 28th.  However, you should receive another newsletter before our 

June 23rd meeting, which will contain a parking pass for the Chemeketa Com-

munity College parking lot. 

Last Monday’s meeting was a good one and well attended, despite its being a 

week early.  We went a little long listening to Rich talk about what he’d read 

from the experts on adding honey supers, before which Mike talked a bit about 

swarms.  He included a funny story about how a former OSHA employee 

(himself) approached a swarm that was 20 feet up in a tree.  We’ll save the blow

-by-blow for the next newsletter.  (That’s if the LGMs don’t haul away the col-

lege buildings with their spaceship, which they were talking about doing last 

week…) 

A Sideliner’s Visit with a Commercial Beekeeper 

Several weeks ago I had the opportunity to spend a few minutes with Harry 

Vanderpool in his bee yard.  It was one of the first nice days we had this year, 

and it was a Saturday.  Harry called me late in the morning and invited me to 

stick my head in a hive or two with him, which I gladly accepted.  I brought 

along a camera and was able to take a lot of good pictures, and shoot a 20-

minute video of Harry explaining how to equalize hives.  If all goes well I intend 

to bring CDs with said pictures and video to the next meeting for all interested.  

Please come and pick one up! 

Here’s a photo I took of one of Harry’s hives as he was explaining some things 

to me.  Though it may be hard to see in black-and-white, there are several good 

tips that beginner beekeepers can pick up just by looking at this picture.  Note 

the following: 

¶ Harry uses a wheelbarrow to clean all his frames into.  Cleaning your 

frames onto the ground around your apiary is not only unsightly, but ex-

posed larvae can attract yellowjackets, while any honey you scrape off may 

attract ants or worse. 

  KEEP BEES KILL BEES 
Purchase Nuc $75   $75   
Medications $40     

Re-queening $20       
Sell Honey $630 (Sell 90 lbs, keep 

60 lbs for bees) 
$1,050 (All 150 lbs) 

GAIN $495   $975   

Editor’s Notes     Jim Strawn 

¶ As was mentioned in the meeting last week, each of the frames 

are labeled with the year they were put into service.  These 

frames are two years old this Spring. 

¶ If you use Formic Acid to treat for Varroa and Tracheal Mites, 

you’ll want to glue or otherwise seal any exposed metal on your 

frames.  Formic Acid will cause metal staples or nails to oxidize 

faster, which you would notice when you tried to pry up on the 

top bar during a hive exam. 

¶ “I believe the Reverend got the bee-space right,” said Harry, 

referring to his actual 10-frame brood chambers.  As you can see, 

he pushes his frames together just as close as they will fit in the 

brood chamber, citing Reverend Langstroth’s original design.  

Many beekeepers remove a frame and space out the other nine 

evenly, but doing so can cause burr comb and propolis between 

the end bars.. 

¶ If you’re wondering why there are only nine frames in the pic-

ture, it’s because the frame feeder takes up the space of a frame.  

Removing the feeder is the first thing Harry does when examining the hive.  This allows him not only space to work the other frames, but also to empty out the 

feeder of any dead bees. 

¶ While we’re on the feeder, what you can’t see in the photo is the hardware cloth Harry uses as baffling inside the feeder.  I can’t tell you how many bees I’ve 

killed because I didn’t provide them a way to get out when thousands of bees want to drink at the same time!  Harry takes eight– or nine–inch strips of hardware 

cloth (galvanized screen, like you would use for a screen door) and folds it into an accordion.  He inserts this into his feeder and it makes a perfect platform for 

the bees.  It both increases the number of bees that can feed simultaneously and also allows them an easy exit when they’re done. 

I’ve spent time with both Harry and Rich in their bee yards, and every time I learn something new.  I would encourage every newbee (our term for a newbie-

beekeeper) to get with their mentor(s) and spend some time in the bee yard.  If you need a mentor, let us know and we’ll get you hooked up! 

Looking Forward 
¶ June 23 - Next WVBA Meeting 

¶ July 28 - July WVBA Meeting 

¶ August 22 - September 1 - Oregon 

State Fair (Volunteer to help man the  

booth for a really great experience!) 

From the Editor 

This Newsletter is a publication of the Willamette  

Valley Beekeepers Association.  All members and  

interested parties are free to submit news, tidbits,  

recipes, artwork, ads, etc. 

You can email me at jim.strawn@gmail.com or you 

can mail your correspondence to 

Jim Strawn 

4989 Airport Rd 

Sweet Home, OR 97386 

Fine Print: Void where prohibited. Your mileage may vary. Past performance is not an indicator of 

future results. See store for details. 

WVBA Officers (elected and otherwise) 

 

President Rich Farrier 541-327-2673 

Vice-President Harry Vanderpool 503-399-3675 

Treasurer Gordon Kroemer 503-538-2307 

Secretary Mike Rodia 503-364-3275 

Bee School Harry Vanderpool 503-399-3675 

Librarian Susan Rauchfuss 503-391-5600 

Equipment Ken Kite 503-769-2941 

Newsletter Jim Strawn 541-409-4121 

Hospitality Various  


